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Interviewing and Assisting Domestic  

Violence Survivors� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Why did you stay? 

Why didn’t you just leave? 

Why did he hit you? � � � � � � � � � � � � �  !
Don’t ask a victim to explain the abuser’s conduct.

The Attorney-Client Relationship: Where it Begins

Communicating Safely " # #$ " " # " " % & ' ( # ) * + , % ) - . / % " 0 1 2 * + ) 3 4 2 # 5 & 4 6 7 8 4 6 9 + & 2 # 8 # , : ;
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Communicating Effectively

Stretching Further to Connect With Your Client

=
Awareness of the Strength of Your Role >
Understanding Legal Issues
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Understanding Intimate Partner Violence

Coercive Control & Intimate Terrorism?@ A

Jealousy and Possessiveness

Controlling Behavior
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Quick Involvement and Manipulative Behavior

Isolation

Blame and Incessant Criticism

Cruelty to Animals or Children
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Abusive and Violent Sex

" # # B & ) % C + ) # D + E ) & # E F # G H + , $ " " + H , ) 1 $ & I J # E , 4 4 0 # K / # + , % ) - 4 L 3 4 C # " ) % M N % 4 , # & M # O
Verbal Abuse

Rigid Sex Roles

Identifying Other Legal and Non-Legal Needs P
Other Legal Proceedings
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Non-Legal Needs

For safety Q R R S R R T U V W T R X Y U Z [ S \ ] Y ^ T \ _
For counseling

For therapy or psychiatric help

`
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For emotional reassurance

The Interview

The First Meeting

Confidentiality
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Three Effective Techniques

a b S U c S U Z S Z T U \ S d e T S f
R \ d g h \ g d S Z T U \ S d e T S fR \ d g h \ g d S Z T U \ S d e T S f

i j k l m k n i o p q q r o s k
Obtaining the History of Domestic Violence and Gathering Evidence

Documenting the Abuse and Preserving Evidence
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Assessing the Children’s Situation

t u u v w x w y z x w { y | } ~ x � � � z { � � w ~ w x z x w � { | z ~ u ~
Knowing the Worst
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Strengthening Your Client’s Courtroom Presentation

� �
Prepare the client for meetings with other professionals.

Understanding the Effects of Trauma

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)
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Trauma-Coerced Bonding: When Your Client Wants to Return to the Abuser� « ¬ ­

Vicarious Trauma
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Conclusion
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