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Hardships described in different neighborhoods of the capital
city
Merit Designs Consulting Group, 2006-2020 ⋮ 5-6 minutes

The narrow, deteriorated streets, without a regulation of the fluvial waters, is a degrading reality shared in common among the

peripheral neighborhoods of the city of Santo Domingo.

Santo Domingo, DR.
Based on a study carried out by the Dominican Institute of Integral Development (IDDI), and based on data that
identifies the 18 Santo Domingo districts with the highest levels of poverty and criminality, Listín Diario made a
tour through some of these human settlements.

The sectors studied by the Institute are Cristo Rey, Capotillo, Gualey, María Auxiliadora, Mejoramiento Social,
Las Cañitas, Villa Juana, Ensanche Espaillat, La Ciénaga, Simón Bolívar, Villa María, Ensanche Luperón,
Zurza, Villas Agrícolas, 27 de Febrero, Guachupita, Los Guandules and Villa Consuelo.

María Auxiliadora Neighborhood
In this neighborhood, where just walking through its streets, one can see the reflection of its needs, insecurity,
water, and other shortages and difficulties, making the life of the neighborhoods difficult.
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There, the neighbors affirm that they have had more than a year without water and that, despite making
approaches to the authorities, these turn a “blind eye.”

“We rent the water, there is a lady who made a submersible pump and sells the water for 300 pesos per hour,
you connect your hose and it fills up,” said José Miguel.

When asked about security in the area, José said that thieves do not have schedules to carry out their
misdeeds.

“This is at all hours, one day the police make a couple of rounds, from allante, and they no longer attack with
knives, this is directly with gun in hand; if you walk around with nothing, they hit you, and if you don’t want to
give what you have, they also give you your bullet,” added José.

Other community members consulted reported that they have more users of harmful substances than sellers.

“Here, (from) marijuana you have to suck the smoke even if you don’t smoke; it’s a fumadera on every corner,
above villegas and everyone who comes along,” said María Martínez.

In the Capotillo neighborhood
the pavement in the streets of the Capotillo neighborhood is an annoying combination of dust and cracks. In its
alleys, there are still traces of promises and politicians present on posters promoting their campaigns in the
area.

Their faces crumble between the damp walls, just like their unfulfilled promises.
This is one of the neighborhoods with more drinking establishments than churches or schools. Its dwellers say
the drug spots “breathe down their necks.”

“Drugs are more easily obtained than food; between those who sell, those who use and the muggers it seems
to be the daily bread, and look at this piece is one of the softest that Capotillo has,” expressed Julian Mieses.

Along with Julian was a group of friends who, when contacted, alleged that part of the ills afflicting their
community is due to the fact that most of the young people in the sector are unemployed and with low
schooling.

“Look, you go into a job and the boss after three months already wants you out,” he criticized. Aseguidas
wonders “how do you ask people who are working not to starve to death; that’s where the other things come in,
since the kids nowadays are not interested in studying, what they want is to be chiperos or dembowseros to get
quick money,” said Ángel Carmona Bueno.

He considered “worrying” the number of underage girls in a state of gestation.
“They don’t allow themselves to raise these girls; as soon as their lemons grow, and sometimes not even that,
they already have a boy in their mouths, and this causes problems and poverty, they usually give birth to
another contemporary with them,” said Francisca Rosario.
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Capotillo, a hot neighborhood
Merit Designs Consulting Group, 2006-2020 ⋮ 5-6 minutes

The Capotillo expansion is a sector that almost all citizens have heard of at least once, in good or bad form.

The more than 700,000 square meters that these neighborhood covers are the scene of hostile environments
and residents who, with their actions, seek to dispel the shadows that permute over the name of the sector.

Los Manguitos, on 42nd Street in the capital’s neighborhood, is one of the areas where the sun seems to shine
the strongest, or at least that is how it is perceived.

Although the place as mentioned above is accessed through the same streets, wide at first and narrower as
you enter the heart of the neighborhood, there “things get hot.”

It was not noon, but the street was already burning with the crossing of motorcycles at full speed, the four-
wheel-drive vehicles that zigzagged between the businesses established in the middle of the street and the sea
of   people who traveled the narrow roads with an up and down that seemed not to have an end.

Among the walkers, at least yesterday, Monday, the black color that a group of National Police “Topos” agents
wore stood out from head to toe.

As it passed, the unit, trained to penetrate alleys in search of mitigating crimes, did searches and patrolled in
groups of almost ten uniformed men: According to residents, their presence in the area is common.

No school or hospital
In the hectic Manguitos, with energy that shakes anyone who arrives with so much movement of people and
cars, residents are losing primary service institutions before their eyes.

Two months ago, they lost a medical assistance center and, earlier, the only school that educated the youngest
of the town within four walls with a single access door.

In the case of the hospital center, Rubén Tirado, president of the neighborhood council, explained that the
doors were closed due to unsanitary conditions. “There was no water, no bathrooms, and the owners asked for
the premises,” Tirado said.

Likewise, the community leader, together with his peer Félix Antonio Moronta, pointed out that the students of
the small educational establishment were transferred to the Salomé Ureña center, and now they have to walk
“a long time” to get there.

“They left us without a school, there is no school,” Tirado stressed.

A source of light
Amid the many needs that afflict the sector and for which on February 16 “Capotillo stood up” to protest in a
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demonstration that caused the militarization of its main access roads, the request for expansion emerges from
the Santa Clara de Asís polytechnic.

The entity has been training technical high school graduates in gastronomy, administration, software, and other
areas for 14 years, being the only one of its kind.

In Santa Clara de Asís, there are 275 registered students, and only in this academic period between 210 and
260 students were left out due to lack of space, according to its director, Carlos Montás.

He indicated that in the management of the former minister of the Ministry of Education (Minerd), Andrés
Navarro, the expansion was promised for which 20 million pesos had already been allocated for the work.

However, the center’s administration has made efforts to find out the whereabouts of the funds. Still, they have
not yet received a response from the authorities of the Dominican educational sector.

“We don’t know if they are there or if they were finally deposited,” he said.

The center, which the director describes as one of the “great lights” of Capotillo due to its responsibility of being
the only technical training school and high statistics of employability of its graduates, requires an investment of
1,300,000 pesos that they requested from MINERD.

“In the President’s speech yesterday, I saw that intention to serve. And I felt identified with him when he said
that where the need is, the community presents it. This is our need,” he stated. But it is not only the limited
study space; Montás also described that below the physical plant runs a ravine that floods the entrance and
even school corridors with feces in times of rain.

PRECARIOUSNESS
Cañada.
To resolve the flooding with feces, they have knocked on the doors of the Santo Domingo Aqueduct and
Sewerage Corporation, an entity with which they have been fighting for the intervention of the ravine for seven
years.

Long way.
Another of the demands revolved around the construction of “El Tunel,” the name was given to a long road that
leads from 6th Street in Capotillo to the banks of the Isabela River to improve the living condition.





‘Painting light’ in El
Capotillo, worst barrio of
Santo Domingo
Volunteering

E
l Capotillo. Ask any Dominican about this barrio of Santo

Domingo and their �rst response is one of curiosity: why

would any foreigner be interested in this neighborhood in the

�rst place? Tell them you’re thinking of volunteering there on a

free Sunday afternoon and their look goes from being curious to

utter disbelief: “You gotta be kidding, right?”
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2

https://www.thegrowingdutchman.com/category/volunteering/
https://www.thegrowingdutchman.com/


Because El Capotillo is…well, it’s El Capotillo. The barrio that has the

‘privilege’ of being considered the worst neighborhood in Santo

Domingo. A place where 90,000 people live in a space of less than 1,5

square kilometer. Where kids start playing the game of ‘making babies’

at age 8. And young girls give birth as early as 13 years old.

Perhaps “most dangerous” would be a better quali�cation though:

after all the barrio has the highest per capita murder rates of the

Dominican Republic. And the same kids that start playing the game of

making babies so young often end up making a living out of robbing

people and selling drugs, many ending up dead or in prison before

they make it to 18 years old.

…

It’s one of those areas that most better o� Dominicans prefer not to

‘see’. After all, this is the side of the Dominican Republic that reminds

them of the immense inequality and poverty that can still be found in

the country. Poverty that some of them themselves only quite recently

escaped.

The result is that barrios like El Capotillo are often overlooked by

institutions and organizations that organize development activities

elsewhere.

Which is why today, as part of an initiative of Fundacion Pinta

Solidaridad we went out there to spend some time with local kids. Go

paint with them and have a good time essentially.
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Some may wonder “why painting, out of all things?” Isn’t that another

one of these typical “NGO” type of things? It’s cute and looks good on

the pictures and all that. But what does it REALLY do for the people

that live there?

I admittedly asked myself these questions too. But then I found out

that even a few hours of painting actually meant a lot for these kids:

Most of the time they’re overlooked, as the adults are too busy doing

their thing: dealing drugs, picking �ghts, and a bunch of other stu�

that doesn’t exactly serve as an example for the local kids. In fact, as

we were doing the activity a �ght broke out between two guys, going

at each other with a knife and a machete! Outside a school!

Which explains why, when we talked with the kids about their dreams,

and if they could come up with one ‘superpower’ they could use to

‘save the world’, one said “pelear”…. Spanish for �ghting…Given what

was going on outside the gates of the school you couldn’t really blame

him either…
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But then, as we continued the exercise, he ended up making a

painting of a sun. For his mother. And afterwards he helped his friend

sign his painting when the latter wasn’t sure how to spell and write his

name.

Working together instead of �ghting. Providing a brief, colorful escape

from the harsh realities these kids face in every day life. It may not

seem like a lot. But sometimes small things like this truly do matter.

Keep Growing positive change y’all!

Subscribe to the TGD Newsletter

Sign up and receive my "TGD Friday 5" - a monthly e-mail with project

updates and some of the coolest stu� I've come across (books, articles,

hacks/tricks, etc) in my transition towards self-su�ciency.
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Email

Sounds Like Fun

About Me

I am Chris, a certi�ed permaculture designer, sustainable development

professional and DIYer. I like to grow, inside and out. I’m interested in

growing positive impact and �nding solutions that go beyond sustainable.

      Featured Book
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Let's Connect

Support Me on Patreon!

Do you like what I’m doing? Become a Patron and support my

e�orts to grow positive impact. Your contribution helps me spend

more time on creating better content and projects that truly make a

di�erence!
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Follow me on IG 

[instagram-feed] 

Get the 5 Things That Have Been 
Helping Me Transition Towards Self- 

Sufficiency 

 

Follow me on IG

[instagram-feed]

Get the 5 Things That Have Been
Helping Me Transition Towards Self-

Su�ciency
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Sign up and receive my "TGD Friday 5" - a short monthly e-mail

with project updates and some of the coolest and most useful

stu� I've come across (books, articles, new hacks/tricks, etc) in

my transition towards self-su�ciency. The TGD Friday 5

emails are only available if you subscribe to my e-mail

newsletter.

Enter Your Email and Receive the TGD Friday 5

Email

SOUNDS LIKE FUN
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About me

I am Chris, a certi�ed permaculture designer, sustainable
development professional and DIYer. I like to grow, inside and out. I
am passionate about growing positive impact, using whole-system
design solutions to help people and organizations become agents of
regenerative change.
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