
Barriers to Interviewing and Assisting Survivors

As challenging as it can be to identify human trafficking and recognize victims,

the tasks of interviewing and assisting survivors of human trafficking can be even

more daunting. 
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T Nonimmigrant Status and Human Trafficking: 

U.S. Law, Policy, Government and Non-Government Resources 
 

FEDERAL LAW 
 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA):  8 USC § 1101, et seq. 

○ INA §101(a)(15)(T) (T eligibility criteria) 
○ INA § 212(a) (Inadmissibility grounds) 
○ INA §212(d)(13) (T visa waiver of inadmissibility “incident to trafficking”) 

○ INA §212(d)(3)(Nonimmigrant waiver of inadmissibility “national interest”)  

○ INA § 214(o) (Conditions of T Nonimigrant Status) 

 

Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) 

○ 22 USC § 7101(13) (purpose and findings) 

○ 22 USC §7102(1) (abuse or threatened abuse of law or legal process) 

○ 22 USC §7102(3) (coercion) 

○ 22 USC §7102(4)(commercial sex act) 

○ 22 USC §7102(7)(debt bondage) 

○ 22 USC §7102(8)(involuntary servitude) 

○ 22 USC §7102(11)(severe form of trafficking in persons) 

 

Criminal Code: 

○ 18 USC §1589 Forced Labor 

○ 18 USC §1590 Trafficking with respect to peonage, slavery, involuntary servitude, or 

forced labor 

○ 18 USC §1591 Sex Trafficking 

■ 18 USC §1591(e)(1) “abuse or threatened abuse of legal process” 

■ 18 USC §1591(e)(5) “serious harm” 

 

TITLE 8 CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS (CFR)  
 

8 CFR 

○ § 214.11(T visa) 

○ § 212.16 (T waivers) 

○ § 245.23 (T visa Adjustment of Status to Legal Permanent Resident) 

○ § 212.18 (Waivers for T Visa Adjustment of Status) 

○ § 1214.2 (EOIR-Admin. Closure & Stay of Removal) 

○ § 1212.16 (EOIR-T visa Waivers in Removal Proceedings) 
 

Classification for Victims of Severe Forms of Trafficking in Persons; Eligibility for “T” 

Nonimmigrant Status (Interim Rule), 81 Fed. Reg. 92266 (Dec. 19, 2016) 

○ This interim rule, effective January 18, 2017, amended the prior T regulations at 8 

C.F.R. §214.11 and related sections.  The supplementary information provides helpful 

background and explanation of the changes. 

 

https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-policy/legislation/immigration-and-nationality-act
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title8-section1101&num=0&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title8-section1101&num=0&edition=prelim
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https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?hl=false&edition=prelim&req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title8-section1184&num=0&saved=%7CZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy1wcmVsaW0tdGl0bGU4LXNlY3Rpb24xMTgy%7C%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7Cprelim
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/22/chapter-78
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT POLICY AND REPORTS 

 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 

Policy Guidance: 

USCIS Policy Manual Volume 3, Part B Victims of Trafficking 

 

U.S. Department of State, Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons: 

2022 Trafficking in Persons Report 

 

U.S. Department of Justice, Office of the Attorney General: 
Attorney General's Annual Report to Congress on U.S. Government Activities to Combat Trafficking in Persons 

 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, 

Office on Trafficking in Persons: 

Trafficking Victim Assistance Program (TVAP) 

 

 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL AND NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 

National Human Trafficking Hotline (Operated by Polaris) 

Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking (CAST) 

ASISTA 

 

https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-3-part-b
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-trafficking-in-persons-report/
https://www.justice.gov/d9/pages/attachments/2022/03/24/fy20_ag_ht_report.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/fact-sheet/resource/tvap
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/national-hotline-overview
https://polarisproject.org/
https://www.castla.org/
https://asistahelp.org/


Sanctuary 

for Families 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
Vermont Service Center 
38 River Road 
Essex Junction, VT 05479-0001 

RE:   
Form 1-1914 filed on behalf of   
Form 1-914, Supplement A on behalf of   
Form 1-914, Supplement A on behalf of   
Form 1-914, Supplement A on behalf of   

Dear USCIS Officer: 

P.O. Box 1406 

Wall Street Station 

New York, NY 10268-1406 

Tel:  

Fax:  

sanctuaryforfamilies.org 

Hon. Judy Harris Kluger 
Executive Director 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Denis J. Mcinerney 
President 

Taleah E. Jennings 
Jennifer L. Kroman 
Alice Peterson 
Vice Presidents 

Lisa M. Wolman 
Vice President & Secretary 

Laura Mah 
Treasurer 

Jamila Abston 
Flore E. Baptiste 
Garrard R. Seeney 
Lori Evans Bernstein 
Margaret Hess Chi 
Iris Chiu 

Sanctuary for Families represents   (hereinafter "Ms. Maura J. Clark 

 a citizen of Dominican bl  a severe form of Mylan L Denerstein 

trafficking in her Application for T Non immigrant Status on Form I-914 and in forms Kate Engelbrecht 

914 ' I 1 · · fi I d · F · 1 M f T . . fi Katherine B. Forrest I-  ement A, App ,cation or mme 1ate am1 y  1  Claudia L Hammerman 
l e unm no ghters;   Ida Hoghooghi 

 and  ROSS IS Anita Kawatra 
Abby F. Kohnstamm 
Sunita Koshy In connection these applications, please find enclosed the following documents: Meena Lakdawala-Flynn 

For Ms.  
• A signed Notice of Appearance of Form G-28; 

Lauren Manning 

• A signed Form I-914 and supporting evidence listed 
Supporting Documents 

Maria Meneses 
Katharine Bieber Ogg 
Lori Pellegrino Deutsch 

in the Index of Michele o. Penzer 

• 3 passport style photos 

For Ms.   
• A signed Notice of Appearance on Form G-28 
• A signed Form 1-914, Supplement A and supporting evidence listed in 

the Index of Supporting Documents 

For Ms.   
• A signed Notice of Appearance on Form G-28 
• A signed Form 1-914, Supplement A and supporting evidence listed in 

the Index of Supporting Documents 

Stacey J. Rappaport 
Aliya Karmally Sahal 
Jessica Tuchinsky 
Mia Marie White 
MIiton L. Williams, Jr. 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Sarah Burke• 
Catherine Douglass 
Stephanie Ferdman 
William F. Gorin 
Theresa Ann Havel!• 
John R. Horan 
Mary Ann Mailman 
Loretta McCarthy 
Catherine Woodman 

in memoriam 



Sanctuary 

for Families 

For Ms.   
• A signed Notice of Appearance on Form G-28 
• A signed Form 1-914, Supplement A and supporting evidence listed in 

the Index of Supp01ting Documents 

If you ions r ding this submis ot hesitate to 
contact me at  ext.  or by email at  Thank you 
for your consid enclos pplication. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Staff Attorney 
Anti-Trafficking Initiative 
Sanctuary for Families 

P.O. Box 1406 

Wall Street Station 

New York, NY 10268-1406 

Tel:  

Fax:  

sanctuaryforfamilles.org 

Hon. Judy Harris Kluger 

Executive Director 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Denis J. Mcinerney 

President 

Taleah E. Jennings 

Jennifer L. Kroman 

Alice Peterson 

Vice Presidents 

Lisa M. Wolman 

Vice President & Secretary 

Laura Mah 

Treasure, 

Jamila Abston 

Flore E. Baptiste 

Garrard R. Seeney 

Lori Evans Bernstein 

Margaret Hess Chi 

Iris Chiu 

Maura J. Clark 

Mylan L. Denerstein 

Kate Engelbrecht 

Katherine B. Forrest 

Claudia L. Hammerman 

Ida Hoghooghi 

Anita Kawatra 

Abby F. Kohnstamm 

Sunita Koshy 

Meena Lakdawala-Flynn 

Lauren Manning 

Maria Meneses 

Katharine Bieber Ogg 

Lori Pellegrino Deutsch 

Michele O. Penzer 

Stacey J. Rappaport 

Allya Karmally Sahai 

Jessica Tuchinsky 

Mia Marie White 

Milton L. Williams, Jr. 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Sarah Burke• 
Catherine Douglass 
Stephanie Ferdman 
William F. Gorin 
Theresa Ann Haven• 
John R. Horan 
Mary Ann Mailman 
Loretta McCarthy 
Catherine Woodman 

•in memoriam 
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U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

Vermont Service Center, VAWA Unit 

75 Lower Weldon Street 

St. Albans, VT 05479-001 

 

 

Re: Application for T Nonimmigrant Status for  (A# 

 

 

 

Dear USCIS Officer: 

 

Please find enclosed an application for T Nonimmigrant Status filed on behalf 

of our client , a  citizen and victim of a severe form of 

sex trafficking pursuant to the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA).  We 

request that all information relating to this application remain confidential 

because of the nature of this human trafficking case.  

I. DOCUMENTS ENCLOSED WITH THIS APPLICATION 

 (principal) 

 Form G-28, Notice of Appearance of Attorney; 

 Form I-914, Application for T Nonimmigrant Status for  

 

 Form I-912, Request for Fee Waiver and Supporting 

Documents;1 

 Form I-192 of , Application for Advance Permission 

to Enter as a Nonimmigrant; and 

 Index of Evidence and Supporting Documents. 

 

(child) 

 Form I-914, Supplement A of  daughter,

Application for Family Member of T-1 Recipient.  

 

 

 

                                                
1 Please note that fee waivers for T visa applications are permissible pursuant to 8 C.F.R. 

103.7(c)(3)(xviii). 



II. SUMMARY OF ELIGIBILITY FOR T NONIMMIGRANT STATUS 

We request that  I-914 Application for T Nonimmigrant Status be approved on 

the following statutory grounds: 

 

 is physically present in the United States on account of trafficking in 

persons; 

  is a victim of a severe form of trafficking in persons; 

 would suffer extreme hardship involving unusual and severe harm upon 

removal; and 

  has complied with all reasonable requests for assistance in the investigation 

and prosecution of acts of trafficking in persons. 

 

As described more fully in  affidavit at Exhibit 1,  is a victim of a severe form of 

trafficking within the meaning of the TVPA. In , husband at the time tricked  

 into coming to the United States to sightsee, but she subsequently learned that he was in fact 

fleeing from loan sharks involved in organized crime. She learned from her family members in 

 that loan sharks were violently threatening them over nonpayment of the debt and searching 

for both  and her husband.  now ex-husband abandoned her in the United States, 

leaving her shackled to his exorbitant gambling debts and extremely vulnerable to her traffickers’ 

tactics of manipulation and coercion. In , was tricked by a so-called friend into 

handing over her savings to pay for legitimate massage classes. In reality, the friend trafficked her 

into a massage parlor where she was forced to provide sexual services to customers. She was 

subjected to constant surveillance, prevented from leaving the massage parlor, and threatened with 

deportation and arrest if she attempted to reject customer demands for sexual services. Her 

traffickers also photographed her passport and threatened to harm her family in if 

failed to comply.  

 

was not freed from the control of her traffickers until she was arrested by the New York 

Police Department in the  of  After her arrest, she came into contact with Sanctuary 

for Families and other nonprofit service providers dedicated to assisting survivors of gender-based 

violence. In hopes of bringing her traffickers to justice,  asked her attorneys to assist her 

in reporting her experiences to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”). In ,  met 

in person with FBI   and multiple times and recounted 

all details of her trafficking experiences to the best of her recollection. In addition, she authorized 

her attorneys to provide any other follow-up information requested by the FBI. See Exhibit 4, 

Affidavit of  Neither the FBI nor any other law enforcement agency has made any other 

requests for assistance, but remains eager to cooperate with future requests in any 

investigation or prosecution of her traffickers. 

 



If forced to return to , would suffer extreme hardship due to her personal 

circumstances, ongoing symptoms of trauma, and likelihood of social ostracism and 

discrimination. See 8 C.F.R. 214.11(i)(2). First, faces violent retaliation from her ex-

husband’s loan sharks for nonpayment of her ex-husband’s gambling debts. In  loan sharks 

have a history of targeting family members with violence in order to force debt repayment, with 

impunity from local police. See Exhibits 19-21. These loan sharks have already threatened  

family in order to pressure them for money and information regarding the whereabouts of 

 and her ex-husband.  

 

Second,  is unable to access mental health counseling and other urgently needed support 

services in  She has experienced complex and long-term trauma due to her childhood sexual 

abuse, her domestic violence during her marriages, and her trafficking experiences in the United 

States. See Exhibit 9, Letter of Case Manager  To help her continue her journey to 

recovery,  plans to continue receiving counseling by  On the other hand, if

were forced to return to , she would struggle to find assistance in ’s weak and largely 

nonexistent mental health infrastructure. See Exhibits 14-17. Millions of people suffer from mental 

health issues in yet less than 6% of these sufferers receive treatment. See Exhibit 15. The 

lack of access is compounded by the extreme stigma attached to mental health problems.  

 

In case, this stigma is exacerbated by the causes of her trauma. Sex is a taboo subject in 

 and she would face social ostracism and potentially even persecution if she attempted to 

seek help openly as a victim of sex trafficking.  has been consistently scored as a Tier 3 

country by the Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report, meaning that it fails to meet 

even minimal standards to combat trafficking and assist victims. See Exhibit 18. In contrast, in the 

United States has been able to take steps to bring her traffickers to justice by reporting her 

experiences to the FBI.  

 

In conclusion, based on the enclosed Form I-914 and the attached supporting documents, we 

respectfully request that application for T-1 Nonimmigrant Status and her daughter’s 

application for T-3 Nonimmigrant Status be granted.  If you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact me by phone at by email at  or by 

regular mail at Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 Sincerely, 

Sanctuary for Families 
 
 
 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
UNITED STATES CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES 

Affidavit describing “yes and “unclear” 
responses to questions on Application 
for T Nonimmigrant Status on Form I-
914 

AFFIDAVIT OF 

A# 

 
STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
 ) ss.: 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK ) 
 
I,  pursuant to 28 USC §1746, declare that the following is true and 
correct: 
 

1. My name is  I was born in on 
 I am submitting this affidavit in support of my application for my T 

Nonimmigrant Status on Form I-914 based on my status as a victim of human 
trafficking. I am submitting this affidavit to explain certain answers I gave on 
Form I-914. 
 

2. With respect to Part B, Other Names Used,  is an incorrect transliteration 
of my name that appears on certain government documents, including my 
certificate of disposition from Criminal Court. 
 

3. With respect to Part C, Question 2, I have answered “no” in response to whether I 
am submitting a Form I-914, Supplement B, Declaration of Law Enforcement 
Officer for Victim of Trafficking in Persons. I authorized my attorney to contact 
federal law enforcement authorities on to report my trafficking 
experience. I met with agents from the Federal Bureau of Investigation two times. 
The first meeting occurred on  and the second meeting occurred 
on  The federal agents have not reached out to request additional 
information from me. I remain willing to cooperate in any investigation and 
prosecution of my traffickers.  
 

4. With respect to Part D, Question 1(b), 1(c), 1(e), and 1(g), I have answered “yes” 
in response to whether I have ever been arrested for any reason, whether I have 
been charged with committing any crime or offense, whether I have been placed 
in an alternative sentencing or rehabilitative program, and whether I have ever 
been in jail or prison. I have been arrested, charged, and have been in jail two 
times. I describe each circumstance below. 
 
On  while I was under my traffickers’ control and being trafficked 
for commercial sex, I was arrested by New York police officers who charged me 
with prostitution and unlicensed massage. The case was referred to the 



 in of New York and has been 
ordered dismissed and sealed. 
 
On  I was arrested under the charge of performing massage 
without a license in New York. However, this charge was dropped and I was 
never prosecuted.  
 

5. With respect to Part D, Question 2(a), I have answered “No” in response to if I 
have engaged in prostitution. While I was under my traffickers’ control, they 
coerced me into providing commercial sexual services against my will. Therefore, 
I do not view myself as having engaged in prostitution. 
  

6. With respect to Part D, Question 8(a), I have answered “yes” as to whether I have 
ever been present or nearby when someone was intentionally killed, tortured, 
beaten, or injured – that person being myself. I was beaten by my stepfather when 
I was a child. I was also abused by my ex-husband in  In addition, 
customers at the massage parlor where I was trafficked frequently used violence 
against me, such as hitting me, pulling my hair, and strangling me, if I refused 
their demands.  
 

7. With respect to Part D, Question 8(c), I have answered “yes” as to whether I have 
ever been present when any person was in any way compelled to engage in any 
kind of sexual contact –that person being myself. I was sexually assaulted as a 
child by a neighbor. Later in life, my first husband would have sex with me 
against my will during our marriage. In addition, my traffickers coerced me into 
engaging in sexual contact with customers while I was under their control. I was 
frequently sexually assaulted by customers at the massage parlor.    
 

8. With respect to Part D, Question 16, I answered “no” as to whether I have ever by 
fraud or willful misrepresentation of a material fact sought to procure a visa or 
any other immigration benefit. My ex-husband prepared our applications for U.S. 
visas without my assistance and I am unsure of the content of those applications. 
To my knowledge, there were no misrepresentations. 

 

 

[SEE FOLLOWING PAGE FOR SIGNATURE] 
  



 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and understanding. 

 
                                                                                           Dated:                                      

     New York, NY 
 

Sworn to and subscribed to before me 
this ____ day of  

  20__ 
 
_______________________________ 
Notary Public 
 

 

 

 

I, , declare that I am competent to translate English into  and that I 

have read and translated this affidavit to  

 

SIGNED:  

                  

 
Sworn to and subscribed to before me 
this ____ day of  

  20__ 
 
_______________________________ 
Notary Public 
 
 
 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
UNITED STATES CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES 

Affidavit in support of Application for 
T Nonimmigrant Status on Form I-914 

AFFIDAVIT OF  
A# 

                      

 
STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
 ) ss.: 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK  ) 
 
I, , pursuant to 28 USC §1746, declare under penalty of perjury that the 
following is true and correct: 
 

1. My name is and I am a citizen of , where I was born on 
, , in . I am submitting this affidavit in 

support of my application for T Nonimmigrant Status on Form I-914. I am 
applying for T Nonimmigrant Status based on being a victim of human 
trafficking.  
 

2. I was trafficked by people who tricked and pressured me into providing sexual 
services to customers at a massage parlor against my will. One of my traffickers 
deliberately tricked me out of all of my savings as “tuition” for what I believed to 
be legitimate massage classes. Instead, because of the fraud, I was rendered 
penniless and completely financially dependent on my traffickers. At the massage 
parlor, my boss and coworkers refused to let me leave and ensured compliance 
through constant monitoring by video camera, pressuring me to succumb to 
customer demands for sex, and threatening me with deportation if I called the 
police. During this time, I was beaten and violently sexually assaulted by 
customers. I have reported my trafficking experience to the federal authorities and 
remain willing to cooperate with any investigation they seek to pursue. 
 

3. This affidavit describes the experiences I suffered at the hands of my traffickers, 
my cooperation with law enforcement, and the extreme hardship I would suffer if 
forced to return to . 
 
 

My Childhood Sexual Assault and Violent First Marriage in 
4. I grew up in the countryside in  with my mother, step-father, 

and step-siblings. It was a difficult childhood. We were poor, and we often barely 
had enough to eat.  
 

5. Because I was not biologically related to my stepfather, we had a very bad 
relationship. When I was little, I would often fight with my step-siblings. I had a 
very sensitive personality and was rather introverted. Whenever the smallest thing 
happened, I would become upset. But then my step-father would begin beating 



me. He used a stick to beat my step-siblings and me, often leaving bruises. It felt 
like I could not find any love or warmth in that household.  
 

6. While I was in  school, during approximately , I was 
sexually assaulted by a male neighbor. He was a migrant worker who lived nearby 
with his family. He would talk with me on my way to and from school. 
Eventually, he offered to take me to a park. At the park, he raped me. Because I 
was so young, I had no concept of what sex even was. All I knew was that I felt 
violated and ashamed. I never told my family about what happened. 
 

7. The sexual assault was traumatizing for me. I had very low self-confidence after 
the attack, and combined with my unhappy home life, I believe I was very 
vulnerable when I met my first husband, , at  years of age. 
We met at a  right after I had graduated from , and after 
only a few months, we decided to get married. His mother was very kind and 
warm towards me, and I was very naive because of my young age. Even though 
there were some parts of ’s personality I did not like and he did not treat 
me very well, I impulsively decided to stop going to school and marry him. I 
believed I would finally be part of a loving household. 
 

8. My parents also supported the marriage because his family members were
 in the . His grandfather was even the  of 

the department.  
 

9. After our marriage, however, things only became worse and worse. I became 
pregnant, and when I was  months along, we discovered the child was a girl 
during an ultrasound. Due to 

. My husband’s family forced me to get a late-term abortion. One of the 
worst moments of my life was my lifeless baby lying next to me. 
 

10.  My husband’s bad qualities also became more and more apparent. He loved to go 
out gambling and drinking. He would not come back home until late at night. 
When he returned home, he would often force me to have sex with him even if I 
did not want to do so. I remember many nights when I was crying while having 
sex with him. I later realized he was carousing with other women and exposing 
me to sexually transmitted diseases. 

 
11. Finally, in , I asked  for a divorce. He became infuriated. I had never 

seen him like this before. He grabbed a knife and sliced across my cheek, then 
locked me in the house. I was imprisoned there for three days and three nights. In 
those moments, I felt defeated with my entire body. I didn’t try to leave and go to 
the hospital. I simply didn’t feel like I had the strength to do anything.  
 

12. My husband began locking me into the house regularly, for two or three days at a 
time, every time I brought up divorce again. He would scream at me and threaten 
to kill my entire family if I left him. I was terrified that he would truly carry out 



this threat, especially because his family was so powerful in our community. 
Eventually, after a few months, I stopped asking him for a divorce. 
 

13. Around this time, I also discovered I was pregnant. This time, I was pregnant with 
a boy, so I was able to carry him to term. My son, was born on 

. I thought that after my son was born,  might become more 
responsible and loving. But he did not try to find a steady job. He would not even 
take care of our son. I had to entrust my son with my mother and go out to work 
to support us. I travelled to the surrounding cities and worked in different 
restaurants, sending money back to support our son. 
 

14. At the end of  I was finally able to obtain a divorce from . I was 
terrified to bring up divorce to him again because of his past reactions, so I 
deliberately asked my to accompany me.  finally 
agreed to the divorce, and I was able to leave him for good. He demanded that our 
son stay with him, however. His family has not allowed me to see my son in 
person ever since, but I have managed to keep in touch with my son online.  

 
 
My Second Husband’s Targeting by Loan Sharks, and Our Journey to the U.S. 
15. In , I married my second husband,  A mutual friend introduced 

us. We had a wonderful relationship at first, and we married in of the same 
year.  
 

16. Soon after we got married, however, I discovered that he was a heavy gambler. 
He gambled wildly and couldn’t seem to stop himself from losing more and more 
money. He could not borrow money from regular lenders for these gambling 
debts, so he turned to dangerous underground lenders. These loan sharks had a 
copy of his personal identification card, so they could easily track down his 
family information if he failed to pay the money back. At that time, however, I 
had no idea how deep his debts truly ran.  
 

17. In  I had my second child, a daughter named  I was allowed to 
have a second child because  had no children. She currently lives with my 

 in , and I am applying for her as a derivative family member 
in conjunction with this application.  
 

18. As the years went by, my husband began to gamble more and more. He stayed out 
late at night and sometimes would not even come home. I was angry and hurt by 
his behavior, and we had many arguments. After a particularly bad argument, in 

, my husband brought up the idea of going to the United States on vacation to 
help us relax and re-connect. I happily agreed, and he told me he would take care 
of all the visa and travel arrangements.  
 



19. We entered the country on  on a tourist visa in  
We went to  and other tourist spots in , and then we 
continued down to  because my husband had some friends there. 
 

20. Looking back, I believe one of  ulterior motives for proposing the trip 
was to escape the loan sharks. I only wanted to stay in the United States for a 
short period of time to sightsee before returning to  but when I brought up 
returning to to my husband, he didn’t want to leave. He told me he wanted 
to stay for a little longer, and he had control over all the money we had with us, so 
I could not argue with him.  
 

21. In late  we were still living in , and my mother contacted me 
in a panic. Men affiliated with  

 had come to her home demanding that ’s debt be paid. 
They told her that if they couldn’t find  they would settle for me. When I 
heard this, I knew I could not return to  safely unless I had the entire 
balance of the debt in hand to give them.  
 

22. This was not the last time they harassed my family and ’s family. They 
stormed into my mother’s house several times. When they came to my mother’s 
house, they would threaten to do terrible things to torture my husband and me 
unless we gave them money. The threats were horrifying and very graphic; for 
example, they threatened to bring us to a remote location, tie us up, pour syrup 
over our bodies and then cover us in bees and other insects. They also used 
weapons like knives to make threatening gestures towards my family members. 
 

23. They also repeatedly came to my ’s house, where my daughter 
currently lives. My daughter was terrified after those visits. Now she is very 
hesitant to go anywhere outside of home and school. After her school ends for the 
day, she will go straight back to my . 
 

24. Currently, my ex-husband owes over , which is equivalent to more 
than USD. Of course, he is incapable of paying back such an immense 
debt. Even now, although and I are now divorced, I pay the loan sharks 
about every month. The loan sharks still view us as married in 
and they continue to target my family and me irrespective of the divorce we 
obtained in America. These small payments help put the loan sharks off for a little 
longer so they will not hurt my family in 

 
25. My marriage with  deteriorated soon after we came to the United States. 

He began to see other women, and he left me for somebody else in 

 
26. After he left me, I was alone. I had no friends of my own in , and I 

didn’t have any money. In desperation, I borrowed money from one of my 
 to take a bus to . My had seen me 



crying and decided to take pity on me, because he knew that my husband had 
abandoned me. I decided to travel to  because an  lived 
there. I had known her for more than years after meeting her while working 
together in a restaurant in  I trusted her to support me as I recovered from 
my husband’s abandonment.  

 
 
My Trafficking Experience 
27. I arrived in  in approximately , and I began searching for 

work. I needed to support myself, and at the same time send money back to  
to my family. I found jobs at a grocery store and then a restaurant, but the pay was 
very low, so I asked around for other job openings.  
 

28. A couple of months after I began working at the restaurant, I met a woman who 
went by the name  at an outing with friends. She was very warm and 
friendly to me, and when she learned that I was searching for other jobs, she 
began telling me about the massage industry. According to  the tips were 
great, and business was booming. My income would be very high, much higher 
than my current income, and best of all, I would not be hampered by my 

As she told me these things, I could feel myself becoming 
almost dizzy with hope. She told me that an added perk of working at the massage 
parlor was that it provided room and board. I would no longer need to pay rent for 
outside housing, and the job would allow me to support my family in  
 

29.  then told me that I would need to take massage classes before I could begin 
working. She asked me what I was currently making at the restaurant, and how 
much money I had saved up so far. I told her truthfully that I had been working 
there for several months now, but had only saved up  told me that 
was perfect—“coincidentally,” the massage classes cost   had been so 
nice to me so far, and she seemed to be friends with my other friends, so I saw no 
reason to be distrustful. I handed over all but  of my savings to her. She even 
wrote me a receipt! 
 

30. Soon afterward,  took me to the massage parlor to begin my training. I spent 
one week watching her and other women give massages to customers. They 
taught me what I now realize were very basic massage techniques. During each 
session, there always came a point where the customer turned over, and I was told 
to leave. I didn’t think anything of it—the masseuse would simply tell me that I 
could leave at that point, and they would call me back in if they needed anything.   
 

31. After that first week,  told me that she needed to leave the parlor for a few 
days. I don’t exactly remember what excuse she gave me—perhaps resting at 
home, or going to another store to cover another masseuse’s shifts. I assumed that 
she would be back in a few days. But after that day, I never saw  again.  

 



32. After  left, my coworker told me that I needed to start providing massages to 
customers myself. She was older than me, and I called her 

 I went in and began massaging my first customer. But 
then he grabbed my hand and put it on his penis. I realized in horror that he was 
asking me for a hand job. I left the room immediately to ask what was 
going on. She seemed surprised at my question. She asked me something like, 
“Didn’t you know this was what was happening? Didn’t teach you 
anything?” She also told me that I was here to make money, and this is what I had 
to do. If I refused, threatened that the customer would be angry and call the 
police on me, and I would be arrested and taken away. 
 

33. In my head, my thoughts were jumbled. I felt extremely conflicted and frightened. 
How could this be? I had never imagined that ’s promises would lead to this. 
I had a very traditional upbringing, and I had never even imagined doing 
something like this before. I did not want to go back in that room, but I felt I had 
no choice. I told myself that I would simply get through this one customer and 
then call  to demand my money back.  

 
34. When I tried to call to ask her what was going on and try to get my money 

back, no one picked up. I felt hopeless. I wanted to leave the parlor, but I had no 
money left. That money meant my survival, and the safety of my family. I kept 
trying to call repeatedly for almost a month, but nobody ever picked up. I 
think she had switched phone numbers. 
 

35. had deliberately tricked me and taken almost all of my savings. I had no 
money, no ability, and no other options. I needed to make back the money 
I had given  so I could continue sending money to my family in  to 
support my daughter and make payments to the loan sharks. 
 

36. and the owner pressured me to continue providing sexual services to the 
customers. I never met the owner of the massage parlor, but  told me she 
monitored us through video cameras and through the customer log, so if a 
customer left without paying, I would need to make up the deficit. When I 
angered a customer by refusing to let them touch me, or take my clothing off, the 
boss always knew. She called the parlor phone, and  would pick up.
spoke the boss’s , so she was the one who always told me what 
the boss wanted. That first day, when I ran out of the customer’s room, the boss 
called because she saw it on the camera.  relayed the boss’s anger 
and said something like, “What else are you going to do? You have to keep the 
customer happy! You can’t survive if you don’t work!”  

 
37.  often said threatening things to me. When I first arrived at the massage 

parlor, took a photograph of my passport. I thought it was done as a normal 
employment procedure, but I later realized it was so she would know my personal 
information. She threatened to hurt my family and tell them that I was a prostitute 
in the United States. She also constantly talked about how the police could come 



and arrest me if an unhappy customer decided to call them. Hearing these threats 
made me feel anxious and upset all the time. I felt very withdrawn and isolated. 
 

38. Customers paid a fee of $60 an hour, but I could keep only the tips that they 
provided. Each day, I needed to service approximately three to six customers. 
These customers were often very violent and forceful, and they pressured me to 
do more than what we agreed. I have been strangled multiple times by violent 
customers. 
 

39. One of my first few customers became angry with me because I did not want to 
have sex with him. He pushed me off the massage bed, and I slammed my elbow 
against the wall. The surrounding area on my elbow became discolored and 
extremely swollen. I went to for help afterward, but she didn’t seem to care 
at all. I asked her to let me go see a doctor and get some medicine, but she told me 
that I was not allowed to leave the massage parlor. I was shocked. told me 
that it was just one of the rules of working in the massage parlor.  
 

40. But after about a week, my arm was still not healing, so I begged to let me 
at least purchase some medicine from the  store. It was only a 
block away.  finally agreed to let me go, but she required me to leave all of 
my belongings in the parlor, including my purse. She gave me thirty dollars in 
cash and let me go. I think she did not let me take anything because she was 
worried I would use this chance to escape. I couldn’t go anywhere without my 
passport or wallet, and she knew that. This was the only time she let me leave the 
massage parlor during the months that I was there. 

 
41. Another time, a customer came in and demanded a hand job. I began to give him a 

hand job, but then he demanded to put his penis in between my thighs. I 
reluctantly agreed because I thought it would make him leave faster. But without 
warning he pushed me over violently and shoved my shoulders against the bed, 
and then penetrated me without a condom. I shouted “No,” repeatedly, and called 
out to  I tried to struggle, but I could not get free. Finally I was able to push 
him out, and he demanded a refund. It is hard for me to remember exactly what 
happened because I was in such a panic. I remember that  did not have 
much of a reaction. She did not seem concerned at all, and she treated the incident 
as normal.  
 

42. I was too afraid to call the police because of what had told me about being 
arrested and deported. I was afraid that I would be deported, penniless, and be 
forced to face the loan sharks without any money to pay them. I felt so much 
regret and self-loathing. I could not go home to  yet I didn’t even know 
English to work properly in America. Somehow I needed to make money to keep 
my family safe. I just didn’t know what to do.  
 



43. In I was arrested by the police at the massage parlor. The arrest was a 
very frightening experience, but because of the arrest, I was able to escape from 
the massage parlor and find other work.  
 
 

44. After this arrest, I was transferred to the 
, and they connected me to Sanctuary for Families. I did not 

know that there were organizations out there that could help women like me. They 
told me that I was eligible for T nonimmigrant status, and they began helping me 
prepare to apply. Sanctuary for Families also helped me begin counseling. I have 
struggled with depression and anxiety after being trafficked, and these services 
have helped me begin to recover. 

 
 

My Cooperation with Law Enforcement 
45. On , I authorized my lawyer to report my trafficking experience 

to the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services. On  
Mr. Carl J. Boykin, Director of Human Trafficking at the Division of Criminal 
Justice Services, confirmed in a letter that I am a victim of human trafficking under 
New York State Penal Law § 230.34. 
 

46. In addition, I have met with federal law enforcement agents  to report my 
trafficking experience to them, and my lawyer has been in contact with them to 
provide any other information they might need. 
 

47. On  I met with  at the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation offices in New York. They interviewed me for approximately three 
hours, and I answered all of their questions to the best of my ability. 
 

48. On  I met with  a second time at the 
FBI offices in New York. This meeting took approximately two hours. They asked 
me many follow-up questions, and I gave them as much information as I could 
remember.  
 

49. I have authorized my lawyer to comply with any requests for additional information 
from law enforcement. I remain eager to cooperate with them, and I very much 
hope my traffickers are brought to justice for what they did. 

 
 
The Extreme Hardship I Would Face in  

50. I hope that I can remain in the United States because I would suffer extreme 
hardship if forced to return to  The majority of my ex-husband’s debt is still 
unpaid, and the loan sharks harassed and threatened my family multiple times 
searching for me. I fear that if I return without the money to pay back the debt, they 
will seriously hurt or even kill me. There is truly nowhere you can run, and no one 



will help you, including the police, many of whom are corrupt and cooperate with 
loan sharks. Going back is a sure death sentence for me. 
 

51. Because of my trafficking experience, I also would not be able to find the support 
I need in is still extremely traditional and conservative when it comes 
to sex, especially in the countryside. I grew up in a very traditional household, and 
because of this, I have never been able to tell my family about my childhood sexual 
abuse. If my family had any idea about what happened to me in the United States, 
they would not even let me enter the front door. They would be furious and ashamed 
because to them, I have disgraced our ancestors. In society, I would be 
discriminated against and condemned even though I am a victim. In contrast, in the 
United States, I have received supportive counseling to help deal with the lingering 
trauma from my trafficking experience. If I were returned to  I have no doubt 
that I would not be able to receive this kind of support to help me heal.  
 

52. Part of this healing process has also been the opportunity to report my experiences 
to law enforcement in the United States. I very much hope that the FBI can 
investigate my traffickers and hold them accountable for their actions. If I am 
returned to  I would lose the opportunity to assist in any future investigations 
and seek justice for what happened to me. 
 

53. I very much hope I can remain in the United States where I am safe and can continue 
to recover and rebuild my life.  

 
 

 [SEE FOLLOWING PAGE FOR SIGNATURE] 

  



Wherefore, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge. 
 
 
        
 
Sworn to and subscribed to before me 
this ____ day of  

  20__ 
 
_______________________________ 
Notary Public 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I, ___________________, certify that I am competent to translate English into 
and that I have read and translated this affidavit to 
 

   
________________________________ 

 

 

Sworn to and subscribed to before me 
this ____ day of  

  20__ 
 
_______________________________ 
Notary Public 
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Marital Status7.
Marriage Annulled Separated

Part 2.  Information About You (Requestor) (continued)

Part 3.  Applications and Petitions for Which You Are Requesting a Fee Waiver 

1. In the table below, add the form numbers of the applications and petitions for which you are requesting a fee waiver.

Applications or Petitions for You and Your Family Members

Full Name A-Number (if any) Date of Birth Relationship to You

A-

A-

A-

A-

Forms Being Filed

Total Number of Forms (including self)

Part 4.  Means-Tested Benefits

1. If you, your spouse, or the head of household (including parent if the child is under 21 years of age) living with you is receiving 
any means-tested benefits, list the information in the table below and attach supporting documentation.  If you are the parent or 
legal guardian filing on behalf of a child or person with a physical disability or developmental or mental impairment, provide 
information about the child or person for whom you are filing this form if he or she is receiving a means-tested benefit.

Means-Tested Benefit Recipients

Full Name of Person 
Receiving the Benefit

Relationship
 to You

Name of Agency
Awarding Benefit

Type of
Benefit

Date Benefit
was Awarded

Date Benefit Expires 
(or must be renewed)

Part 5.  Income at or Below 150 Percent of the Federal Poverty Guidelines

Your Employment Status

Employment Status1.

Other (Explain)RetiredEmployed (full-time, part-time, 
seasonal, self-employed) 

Unemployed or 
Not Employed 

Single, Never Married Married Divorced Widowed

Other (Explain)

If you selected Item Number 1. in Part 1., complete this section.

If you selected Item Number 2. in Part 1., complete this section.

3

Full-time Student/Summer employe
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2. If you are currently unemployed, are you currently receiving unemployment benefits? Yes No

Date you became unemployed 
(mm/dd/yyyy)

A.

Information About Your Spouse

3. If you are married or separated, does your spouse live in your household? Yes No

If you answered “No” to Item Number 3., does your spouse provide any financial support to your 
household?

A. Yes No

4. Are you the person providing the primary financial support for your household? Yes No

If you answered “Yes” to Item Number 4., type or print your name on the line marked “self” in the table below.  If you answered 
“No” to Item Number 4., type or print your name on the line marked “self” in the table below and add the head of household's 
name on the line below yours.

Your Household Size

Household Size

Full
Name

Full-Time
Student

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Relationship
 to You

Date of
Birth

Married

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Is any income earned by this 
person counted towards the 

household income?

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Self

Total Household Size (including self)

5. Your Annual Income

6. Annual Income of All Family Members

Provide information about your income and the income of all family members counted as part of your household.  You must list all 
amounts in U.S. dollars.

Your Annual Household Income

Provide the annual income of all family members counted as part of your household as listed in Item Number 4. (Do not include 
the amount provided in Item Number 5.)

Part 5.  Income at or Below 150 Percent of the Federal Poverty Guidelines (continued)

7. Total Additional Income or Financial Support 

Provide the total annual amount you receive in additional income or financial support from a source outside of your household.
(Do not include the amount provided in Item Numbers 5. or 6.) You must add all of the additional income and financial support 
amounts and put the total amount in the space provided. Type or print "0" in the total box if there are none. Select the type of 
additional income or financial support that you receive and provide documentation.

Parental Support

Spousal Support (Alimony)

Child Support

Educational Stipends

Royalties

Pensions

Unemployment Benefits

Social Security Benefits

Veteran's Benefits

Financial Support From Adult Children, 
Dependents, Other People Living in the 
Household
Other (Explain)

$

$

$

Mother

2

3,000.00

24,000.00



Form I-912   Edition   09/03/21 Page 4 of 11

Part 5.  Income at or Below 150 Percent of the Federal Poverty Guidelines (continued)

8. Total Household Income (add the amounts from Item Numbers 5., 6., and 7.)

9. Has anything changed since the date you filed your Federal tax returns?  (For example, your marital status, 
income, or number of dependents.) 

Yes No

If you answered "Yes" to Item Number 9., provide an explanation below.  Provide documentation if available.  You may also 
use this space to provide any additional information about your circumstances that you would like USCIS to consider.

Part 6.  Financial Hardship

1. If you or any family members have a situation that has caused you to incur expenses, debts, or loss of income, describe the 
situation in the box below.  Specify the amounts of the expenses, debts, and income losses in as much detail as possible.
Examples may include medical expenses, job loss, eviction, and homelessness.

If you selected Item Number 3. in Part 1., complete this section.

2. If you have cash or assets that you can quickly convert to cash, list those in the table below.  For example, bank accounts, stocks, 
or bonds.  (Do not include retirement accounts.)

Assets

Type of Asset Value (U.S. Dollars)

Total Value of Assets

$ 27,000.00

I escaped my sex trafficker in 2021 when I was 17. I am now a full time student,

and have no savings. I live with my mother, who works doing occasional odd jobs. My

mother's income (~$2000 per month) pays our rent ($1000/mo.), cell phones ($79/mo.),

food ($150/mo.) and laundromat ($80/mo.). I earned $3000 this summer, but I will stop

working when school resumes. We cannot pay for our I-192 applications and my mom's

I-765 application. See affidavit from my case manager at an anti-trafficking NGO.

I am a survivor of sex trafficking and law enforcement helped me escape my trafficker

in 2021. I was 17 years old and I left with nothing. Since escaping my

trafficker, I lived in shelters, but recently had to move out because I turned 18. I

am now a full time student, and I live with my mother who is unemployed, except for

odd jobs here and there. I depend on my mother's income ($2000 per month approx.) and

the assistance that I received from an anti-trafficking nonprofit, Sanctuary for

Families. I am a minor and my trafficking situation left me without any savings. My

mother struggles to support both of us, and we are barely getting by. Please see

attached affidavit from my case manager.

0.00

0.00

none
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question in                                                                                                                          , a language in which I am fluent,

Part 6.  Financial Hardship (continued)

Provide the total monthly amount of your expenses and liabilities.  You must add all of the expense and liability amounts and type 
or print the total amount in the space provided. Type or print "0" in the total box if there are none.  Select the types of expenses or 
liabilities you have each month and provide evidence of monthly payments, where possible.

Rent and/or Mortgage

Food

Utilities

Child and/or Elder Care

Insurance

Loans and/or Credit Cards

Car Payment

Commuting Costs

Medical Expenses

School Expenses

Other

At my request, the preparer named in Part 10.,                                                                       ,
prepared this request for me based only upon information I provided or authorized.

Requestor's Statement Regarding the Preparer (if applicable)2.

I can read and understand English, and I have read and understand every question and instruction on this request and my 
answer to every question.

Part 7.  Requestor's Statement, Contact Information, Certification, and Signature

A.

Requestor's Statement Regarding the Interpreter1.

Select the box for either Item A. or B. in Item Number 1. If applicable, select the box for Item Number 2.

Each person applying for a fee waiver request must complete, sign, and date Form I-912 and provide the required documentation.
This includes family members identified in Part 3. Signature fields for family members are at the end of this part.  If an individual is 
under 14 years of age, a parent or legal guardian may sign the request on their behalf.  USCIS rejects any Form I-912 that is not signed 
by all individuals requesting a fee waiver and may deny a request that does not provide required documentation.

The interpreter named in Part 9. read to me every question and instruction on this request and my answer to every B.

and I understood everything.

NOTE: Read the Penalties section of the Form I-912 Instructions before completing this part.

Total Monthly Expenses and Liabilities 3.

Requestor's Daytime Telephone Number3. 4. Requestor's Mobile Telephone Number (if any)

Requestor's Contact Information

Requestor's Email Address (if any)5.

Copies of any documents I have submitted are exact photocopies of unaltered, original documents, and I understand that USCIS may 
require that I submit original documents to USCIS at a later date.  Furthermore, I authorize the release of any information from any of 
my records that USCIS may need to determine my eligibility for the immigration benefit I seek.

I further authorize release of information contained in this request, in supporting documents, and in my USCIS records to other entities 
and persons where necessary for the administration and enforcement of U.S. immigration laws.

Requestor's Certification

I certify, under penalty of perjury, that I provided or authorized all of the information in my request, I understand all of the 
information contained in, and submitted with, my request, and that all of this information is complete, true, and correct.

$

Spanish

1,310.00

(917) 340-3206
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Part 7.  Requestor's Statement, Contact Information, Certification, and Signature (continued)

Requestor's Signature

Requestor's Signature Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)6.

WARNING:  If you knowingly and willfully falsify or conceal a material fact or submit a false document with your Form I-912, 
USCIS will deny your fee waiver request and may deny any other immigration benefit.  In addition, you may face severe penalties 
provided by law and may be subject to criminal prosecution.

Family Members' Signatures

NOTE: Each family member must type or print their full name and sign in the spaces below.  You can find additional family 
members' signature spaces in Item Numbers 7. - 10. below.  All family members identified in Part 3. must sign and date Form I-912.

I certify that the information provided by the requestor in Part 7. applies to me.

Family Member's Name

Family Member's Name

Family Member 1

Family Member 2

7.

8.

Family Member's Signature Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)

Family Member's Signature Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)

Family Member's Name

Family Member's Name

Family Member 3

Family Member 4

9.

10.

Family Member's Signature Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)

Family Member's Signature Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)

NOTE TO ALL REQUESTORS: If you do not completely fill out this request or fail to submit required documents listed in the 
Instructions, USCIS may deny your request.

Family Member's Name

Family Member 511.

Family Member's Signature Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)
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At my request, the preparer named in Part 10.,                                                                                                                             , 
prepared this request for me based only upon information I provided or authorized.

2.

Family Member's Signature Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)6.

Family Member's Signature

Family Member's Email Address (if any)5.

Family Member's Daytime Telephone Number 3. 4. Family Member's Mobile Telephone Number (if any)

Family Member's Contact Information

I further authorize release of information contained in this request, in supporting documents, and in my USCIS records to other entities 
and persons where necessary for the administration and enforcement of U.S. immigration laws.

Family Member's Certification

Copies of any documents I have submitted are exact photocopies of unaltered, original documents, and I understand that USCIS may 
require that I submit original documents to USCIS at a later date.  Furthermore, I authorize the release of any information from any of 
my records that USCIS may need to determine my eligibility for the immigration benefit I seek.

NOTE TO ALL FAMILY MEMBERS: If you do not completely fill out this request or fail to submit required documents listed in 
the Instructions, USCIS may deny your request.

I can read and understand English, and I have read and understand every question and instruction on this request and my 
answer to every question.

A.

Select the box for either Item A. or B. in Item Number 1. If applicable, select the box for Item Number 2.

Part 8.  Family Member's Statement, Contact Information, Certification, and Signature

1.

The interpreter named in Part 9. read to me every question and instruction on this request and my answer to every B.

question in                                                                                                                   , a language in which I am fluent, and

I understood everything. 

NOTE: Read the Penalties section of the Form I-912 Instructions before completing this part.

If the information provided by the requestor in Part 7. is not applicable to a family member identified in Part 3., (for example, the 
family member used an interpreter or speaks a different language) that individual should complete Part 8. USCIS rejects any Form 
I-912 that is not signed by all individuals requesting a fee waiver.

Family Member's Statement Regarding the Interpreter for 

Family Member's Statement Regarding the Preparer for 

I certify, under penalty of perjury, that I provided or authorized all of the information in my request, I understand all of the information 
contained in, and submitted with, my request, and that all of this information is complete, true, and correct. 

(917) 340-3206
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Interpreter's Daytime Telephone Number 6.

Interpreter's Email Address (if any)

Interpreter's Contact Information

8.

Interpreter's Certification 

I am fluent in English and                                                                                                                 , which is the same language specified 
in Part 7., Item B. in Item Number 1., and I have read to this requestor in the identified language every question and instruction on 
this request and his or her answer to every question.  The requestor informed me that he or she understands every instruction, question, 
and answer on the request, including the Applicant's Certification, and has verified the accuracy of every answer. 

I certify, under penalty of perjury, that:

Interpreter's Signature Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)9.

Interpreter's Signature

Interpreter's Mailing Address 

5.

City or Town State ZIP Code

Street Number and Name Flr.Ste.Apt.

Postal Code CountryProvince

Number

Provide the following information about the interpreter for 

NOTE for Family Members:  If you used a different interpreter than the one used by the requestor, make additional copies of Part 9.,
provide the following information, indicate the family member for whom he or she interpreted, and include the pages with your 
completed Form I-912.

Interpreter's Family Name (Last Name) Interpreter's Given Name (First Name)3.

Interpreter's Business or Organization Name (if any)4.

Interpreter's Full Name 

Interpreter's Mobile Telephone Number (if any) 7.

Part 9.  Interpreter's Contact Information, Certification, and Signature 

Did any person filing this request use an interpreter? No (skip to Part 10.)Yes, (complete this section) 1.

Was the same interpreter used for all individuals requesting a fee waiver (as listed in Part 3.)? NoYes2.

(USPS ZIP Code Lookup)

Spanish

New York City NY 10005

30 Wall Street 8

USA

Sanctuary for Families
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      extends        does not extend beyond the preparation of this request.
I am an attorney or accredited representative and my representation of the requestor in this case

I am not an attorney or accredited representative but have prepared this request on behalf of the 
requestor and with the requestor's consent.

9.

Preparer's Statement

B.

A.

NOTE: If you are an attorney or accredited representative, you may be obliged to submit a 
completed Form G-28, Notice of Entry of Appearance as Attorney or Accredited Representative, 
or G-28I, Notice of Entry of Appearance as Attorney In Matters Outside the Geographical 
Confines of the United States, with this request.

5.

City or Town State ZIP Code

Street Number and Name Flr.Ste.Apt.

Postal Code CountryProvince

Preparer's Mailing Address 

Number

Preparer's Daytime Telephone Number 6.

Preparer's Email Address (if any)8.

7. Preparer's Mobile Telephone Number (if any)

Preparer's Contact Information 

Part 10.  Contact Information, Declaration, and Signature of the Person Preparing this Request, if Other 
Than the Requestor

Provide the following information about the preparer for

NOTE for Family Members:  If you used a different preparer than the one used by the requestor, provide the following information, 
and include the pages with your completed Form I-912.

Preparer's Family Name (Last Name) Preparer's Given Name (First Name)3.

Preparer's Full Name 

Preparer's Business or Organization Name (if any)4.

Did any person prepare this request on your behalf? No, skipYes, (complete this section) 1.

Was the same preparer used for all individuals requesting a fee waiver (as listed in Part 3.)? NoYes2.

USA

New York City NY 10005

30 Wall Street 8

Sanctuary for Families
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Preparer's Certification 

By my signature, I certify, under penalty of perjury, that I prepared this request at the request of the requestor.  The requestor then 
reviewed this completed request and informed me that he or she understands all of the information contained in, and submitted with, 
his or her request, including the Applicant's Certification, and that all of this information is complete, true, and correct.  I completed 
this request based only on information that the requestor provided to me or authorized me to obtain or use.

Preparer's Signature Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)10.

Preparer's Signature

Part 10.  Contact Information, Declaration, and Signature of the Person Preparing this Request, if Other 
Than the Requestor (continued)
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Part 11.  Additional Information

If you need extra space to provide any additional information within this request, use the space below.  If you need more space than 
what is provided, you may make copies of this page to complete and file with this request or attach a separate sheet of paper.  Include 
your name and A-Number (if any) at the top of each sheet; indicate the Page Number, Part Number, and Item Number to which 
your answer refers.

A-Number (if any) A-

Page Number Part Number Item Number

D.

Family Name (Last Name) Given Name (First Name) Middle Name1.

2.

3.

D.

D.

D.

B. C.

Page Number Part Number Item Number4. B. C.

Page Number Part Number Item Number5. B. C.

Page Number Part Number Item Number6. B. C.

A.

A.

A.

A.

2 3 1

My full name is . My mother's full name is

.

My full name is . My mother's full name is

.

3 5 4

2 0 1 4 4 5 4 0 4



 2022

Dear USCIS Officer:

My name is . I am a Case Manager at the Anti-Trafficking 
Initiative at Sanctuary for Families and submit this letter in support of 

. In my professional opinion as a case 
manager and having worked with Ms. for approximately 10 months,
I can attest to Ms. income under 150% of the federal poverty 
guidelines, financial hardship and lack of resources to pay the fees associated with the 
above-mentioned application.

Established in 1984, Sanctuary for Families is a registered tax-exempt 
501 (c) 3 non-profit organization located in New York, NY that represents survivors 
of gender violence and human trafficking. Sanctuary for Families provides legal 
representation, case management, and counseling, among other services, to survivors 
that have experienced any form of gender violence, and that are low income or 
indigent. 

I hold a degree from the . I am a Case 
Manager and have been working with survivors of human trafficking for two years. 
The goal of case management is to ensure safety and help survivors coordinate 
resources as needed, including navigating legal systems, helping financial needs, 
housing and providing emotional support.

Ms. first came to Sanctuary on November 2021, and has been 
receiving legal services and case management since. Ms. was 17 years 
old at the time and had just escaped her trafficker with the assistance of law 
enforcement. Ms. had been admitted into a family shelter, along with 
her mother, to assure their safety from the trafficker. Neither Ms. nor 
her mother had savings, stable work or any other means to obtain housing on their own

both to the United States and sold 
Ms.  for sex as a minor. Therefore, Ms. qualified for 
Sanctuary services as an indigent/ low income survivor of human trafficking. 

My case management services focused on meeting Ms. with her basic 
and practical needs, such as living costs and enrolling her in school. Sanctuary for 
Families is one of the grantees of the Trafficking Victim Assistance Program (TVAP) 
under the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, which enables the survivors 
of trafficking who are pursuing immigration relief to receive financial assistance. 



Unfortunately, Ms. will not meet TVAP criteria for certification letter 
and the associated benefits until she receives a determination from USCIS that her 
application for T nonimmigrant status is granted.

Sanctuary for Families was able to get confirmation for Ms. as a 
human trafficking victim from the New York State Division of Criminal Justice 
Services, in consultation with the New York State Office of Temporary and Disability 
Assistance (OTDA). As such, she has received periodic assistance in the form of gift 
cards over the past months corresponding to a total amount of $1450 to purchase 
personal care items and food. 

Based on an assessment of her financial needs conducted by a case manager, neither 
Ms.  nor her mother,  with whom 
she lives, are able to afford basic necessities and Sanctuary has been providing Ms. 

with food, clothing, personal care items, school supplies, and 
furniture, for the past ten months.

Ms. has been a full time high school student since December 2021.
Currently she is in 10th grade at Lower East Side Preparatory High School, 145 
Stanton Street, New York, NY 10002. During the academic year, Ms. 
is unable to work as her studies occupy most of her time. In addition to her full-time
studies, Ms. is engaged in therapy 
to process and heal the trauma she experienced. The latter also restrains her ability to 
work during the academic year. While school was out for the summer, Ms.

worked at a deli and a pharmacy to contribute what she could to her household. 
She received approximately $3,000 for her work during the whole summer, while she 
was on 
minimal and temporary. 

Ms. lives with her mother,  (Ms. 
Her mother is unemployed, except for sporadic babysitting services.

Given the irregular nature of Ms. 
provide a letter from an employer attesting to her earnings, and has not received pay 
stubs. However, Ms. has attested to the fact that she only earns about 
$2,000 a month. This income of approximately $27,000 for a household of two, is 
under 150% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines ($27,465). 

Ms. is used to pay for the room Ms.  and 
Ms. share, as they could not continue living in the family shelter once 
Ms. turned 18 years old. In addition to rent, Ms.  has 



the additional reoccurring monthly costs, including $79 (cell phone bills), $150 (food), 
and $80 (laundromat).

Because of the above, Ms. income is below 
the 150% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines, and both of them experience financial 
hardship.  As a result, neither Ms.  nor Ms.  have 
enough money to pay for the filing fees for their respective Forms I-192 ($1,860, e/a 
$930), and Form I-765 ($410) for Ms. Therefore, I respectfully ask 
that you grant the fee waiver for Ms. 

Sincerely, 

Case Manager, Anti-Trafficking Initiative 
Sanctuary for Families
30 Wall St, 8th Floor
New York, NY 10005
T:
F:
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United States Department of Homeland Security  

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services  

 

Affidavit in support of Petition for T 

Nonimmigrant Status on Form I-914 
Affidavit of ,  

A#  

 

STATE OF NEW YORK  ) 

     ) ss.: 

COUNTY OF QUEENS  )  

 

I, , being duly sworn, depose and say:  

 

1. I was born in  on . I am submitting this affidavit in support of 

my petition for T Nonimmigrant Status on Form I-914. I am petitioning for T Nonimmigrant 

Status based on being a victim of sex trafficking.  

 

2. I entered the United States in January .  I was brought into the United States by a man 

who I believed was my boyfriend, but who really only wanted to use me.  This man deceived me 

about his intentions and upon arriving in the United States, held me captive. He threatened to kill 

me and members of my family in  including my young daughter, unless I had sex with 

men for money.  He forced me to have sex with men for 10 to 12 hours per day, almost every day 

for approximately one year. He treated me like property and took all of the money I earned. 

During this time he was physically, verbally and sexually abusive towards me.  

 

3. Eventually I could not take the abuse any more. In December  after a particularly bad 

beating, I threatened to call the police. The trafficker fled and I was able to escape. I recently met 

with a prosecutor from the U.S. Attorney’s Office who questioned me about my experience. I 

shared information and provided her with a book containing phone numbers of people involved 

in prostitution houses in the New York City area. I have agreed to provide more assistance if 

necessary in the future.   

 

4. I am hoping to obtain lawful status in the United States so that I will not have to return to 

, where I fear that the trafficker and others in his network will find and harm me, maybe 

even kill me.  This affidavit describes the experiences I suffered at the hands of the traffickers, 

and the events leading up to the filing of this petition.  

 

 

My Life in  and How I was Lured to the United States 

5. I grew up in  in the city of  as the oldest of four children.  My father was an 

alcoholic and was often unemployed. My mother sold food at a local market but her pay was 

barely enough to meet our basic needs. Our economic situation was difficult. I attended school 

and enjoyed my studies. However, I left high school  when I became 

pregnant with a child fathered by my boyfriend at the time. My boyfriend and I later broke up 

when I learned he was cheating on me.  

 



6. My daughter  was born in . To support myself and , I began working as a 

waitress in a local restaurant. I believe it was around when I first met a man 

who called himself .  He came to the restaurant as a customer and ate lunch. As 

I waited on him, he asked me my name and flirted with me. When paying his check, he said he 

could tell I was a nice person and asked me to go out with him on a date. Although he was very 

handsome and seemed nice, I quickly refused. I am a shy person by nature and felt funny about 

going on a date with a stranger.  

 

7. After that day, this man came back to the restaurant about 7 or 8 times over the course of a 

month. During these visits he made sure that I was his waitress and asked me questions about 

myself. He asked about my family, where I lived and what I did when I was not working. It was 

obvious he was flirting with me and I was flattered by his attention. I never imagined the life he 

would lead me to.  

 

8. One day in  this man who called himself  waited outside of the 

restaurant where I worked and stopped me as I left at the end of my shift. He begged me to go 

out with him. He said he was falling in love with me. He had been so persistent in coming back 

to see me, it did seem like he was interested. I was very attracted to him too. Not only was he 

handsome, I also liked the way he talked. He seemed like a confident, centered person so I 

agreed to a date. A few days later we went to a café. We ate lunch and talked about our lives. He 

told me that he was from  and that he had a job that involved buying and selling factory 

equipment.  

 

9. I now suspect that this man’s true name is not . I never saw any identification 

of his, but at the time, I believed it to be his name. We went on a few dates and I developed 

strong feelings for . When we were together, he treated me like a princess. Unlike other 

men I had dated, he did not mind that I had a daughter. In fact, each time we went out he asked 

me about  and once bought a doll for her as a present. When I asked to meet his family, he 

told me he had none. I thought this was strange, but I imagined that something bad might have 

happened to his family. I let it go.   

 

10. Around   left Puebla for about six months. At the time I thought it had to 

do with his job, but now I suspect this was not true. He said he was in the city of  but 

he called me regularly on the phone. He told me he was very busy with work, but that I was 

always on his mind.  

 

11. When  finally returned to , he came to my house. I was not expecting him but was 

thrilled to see him. That day I introduced him to my parents and to my daughter .  

said he was still in love with me and that he could not bear to be apart from me again. That week 

we went out to dinner and went dancing.  

 

12. After a few more dates,  proposed the idea of coming to the United States. He said he we 

could find jobs, make money, and eventually build a house in . He told me my daughter 

would have a better life and would never lack anything. He also told me that he loved me and 

had loved me since the first time he saw me. I felt certain that everything he was telling me was 

true. I trusted him and felt excited about our future together.  



13. My parents were surprised when I told them about this plan to go to the United States. They 

thought  seemed like a good person but they were worried that we had not been dating 

for very long. I assured them that there was nothing to worry about. I really believed everything 

would be fine.  

 

Entering the US, Traveling to New York City 

14. I am unsure of the exact date, but I believe that  and I left  in . We 

first took a bus from  to  We then took a flight from  to 

. When we arrived in  there were people waiting for us with a van near the 

airport. The van drove us about three or four hours to a small house with many beds inside. I 

think it may have been near the  town of . I seem to remember hearing someone 

mention .  

 

15. Once we arrived at this house,  went out and bought us water and fruit in preparation for 

the United States.  We set out later that night  

 The group was mostly men, with just one woman other than 

me. A young guy who was called  led the way.  

 

16. All together  

 I was exhausted and very afraid. I had heard so many stories 

about bad things happening to people  

 

17. Eventually we arrived at place that I believe was in the United States where there were two vans 

and a small car waiting. We were taken to a house where we were able to shower and rest. 

 knew some people in the house. I knew that he had traveled to the United States before 

and it made me feel good that he knew the way. We spent the night in the house and left the next 

day in a van. I think it was a group of nine of us who were sent in the van, which drove towards 

New York City.  

 

18. When we arrived in New York City, the van dropped me and  in  where a friend 

of met us. ’s friend, whose name I do not know, took us to a room on the first 

floor of a house in  It wasn’t even a full apartment—just a mattress on a floor in a space. 

It seemed that the friend had rented this room just for us.  

 

Being Forced Into Prostitution 

19. The first day we spent in ,  told me I had to stay inside. He told me that the city 

was a very confusing place and that I should not go anywhere. I listened to him and stayed 

indoors while he came and went. He said he was making arrangements for us. I figured I would 

soon get a job and begin learning my way around. I did not think anything was wrong at that 

point.  

 

20. We had only been in New York City for about two days when  told me that he owed 

people a lot of money. He said that our trip from  had been expensive and that I needed to 

start working.  He told me that his friend’s wife worked and made good money. He then 

explained that in this job, I would go to a place and be paid to pleasure men. I was stunned and 

could not believe what he was suggesting. I remember asking him, “What are you talking 



about?” I told him I could never do that sort of thing. I told him I could find another kind of job. 

Then he slapped me. It was such a sudden change. I was immediately terrified. I had trusted this 

man. I had introduced him to my parents and to my daughter. But in that moment, I realized that 

he was not the person I had believed him to be.  

 

21. As I told this man who called himself  that there was no way I would do such a 

thing, he became enraged. He beat me brutally, punching me with fists all over my body. He 

screamed at me and said that if I refused to do as he told me, my daughter back in  would 

“pay the consequences.”  He also said he would hurt other members of my family in . He 

knew where my family, including my daughter, lived in . I was terrified and felt trapped.  

 

22. What followed was a nightmare. Almost every day,  sent me out to be sold. He gave me a 

notebook full of phone numbers for prostitution houses. With each number there would be a 

name.  would select a number for me to call. When I called, I had to give the name listed 

next to the number in the book, claiming I had been referred by someone with that name. When 

asked for my name, I used the name .  instructed me to ask the people I called if 

they needed a girl. If they did they would give me an address where I was to meet a driver.  

 

23. A livery car would pick me up at designated spot. I was typically taken to houses in the borough 

of  in New York City.  Most houses were run by young men and there were usually one or 

two other women in addition to me. I was expected to have sex with 20-30 men per day over the 

course of 10-12 hours. Being forced to have sex with men like this was horrendous. I think most 

men paid about $40 for 15 minutes with a girl, but the girls like me were paid only $15 of that 

amount. I believe I earned between $2500 and $3000 per week, but of course I was never 

allowed to keep any of this. Whatever money I earned,  took from me. He acted like he 

owned me.  

 

24. One day I feeling very sick and begged  not to make me leave the house.  

became angry and beat me with a belt. Afterwards I had red marks and bruises on my arms and 

my back. He told me he was teaching me how things were. He was always careful not to bruise 

my face – only my body.  

 

25. On numerous occasions  raped me. He also regularly made threats to kill my daughter 

and other members of my family. He knew where my family lived in  and I lived in fear 

of what he might do.  

 

26. I felt like I was living a nightmare, spending day after day being forced to have sex with men 

over and over again.  kept me very isolated. I was very rarely allowed to leave our 

apartment except for when going to prostitution houses. He sent our laundry out and paid other 

people to do it. We almost never ate out. If I didn’t cook, he would buy food and bring it home.   

 

Reaching a Breaking Point, Escaping  

27. One day around , I felt a very deep pain in my abdomen. I later began bleeding 

heavily. I was in much pain and was very scared of what was happening to my body. I decided I 

would rather die than continue working as a sex slave. When I went back to the apartment with 

Antonio that day, I told him about the bleeding. He told me I just had my period but I knew that 



was not the case. I told  I could not take it any more. I could not keep being forced to 

have sex with man after man, day after day. It was a major confrontation.  

 

28.  reacted angrily. He beat me all over, punching me many times in the face and kicking 

me in the legs. I was crying, begging him to stop. I told him I was going to call the police. I was 

actually much too scared to call the police, but I just wanted him to leave me alone. Much to my 

relief, he left. I was badly bruised and in a lot of pain. My left eye was extremely swollen. I felt 

so low.  

 

29. Days passed and  did not return. I had a cell phone that  had given me for calling 

prostitution houses and a phone number for an aunt of mine who lived in New York City. I called 

my aunt and asked if she had space for me to stay with her. I told her I had been working as a 

waitress in  but had lost my job. She was happy to hear from me and invited me to live 

with her. I told her I would call back in a few days.  As much as I was desperate to get away from 

, I did not want my aunt to see me so badly beaten. I did not want to have to answer 

questions about what had happened. I waited some time for my bruises to fade and for my eye to 

heal. Eventually I called my aunt and she arranged to have me picked up in  This was 

around   

 

30. At my aunt’s apartment, I felt too ashamed to tell anyone what I had been through. I was in 

shock about it all myself. I worried all the time about what this man who called himself  

might do to me and my family. He had threatened to hurt and to kill my daughter many 

times in the past. At the time, I couldn’t imagine reporting what this man had done to me to 

anyone. I saw no choice but to keep quiet. I wanted more than anything to make sure my family 

back in  was safe.  

 

Threats from Cause me to live in Fear 

31. In  received a few phone calls – maybe two or three – from . He said he was 

in  and made more threats to hurt my family.  In those days, I used to sit up at night, 

unable to sleep. I would cry, worrying about my daughter and what might happen to her. After 

my escape, I felt so broken down and disconnected. It felt strange when anyone, even my aunt, 

touched me. I don’t quite know how to explain it, other than to say that I felt dirty in some way.  

 

32. In  I made arrangements to have my daughter brought from  to be with me 

in New York City.  I knew how cruel the man who called himself   was to me. I 

feared that he or people he was connected to would go after my daughter and kill her.  Since 

escaping this trafficking situation, I have struggled with everyday life. For a long time, I felt 

nervous just being outside around people and didn’t like leaving the house. I would sometimes 

have flashbacks having to do with the prostitution houses. To this day I still feel afraid of men.  

 

Cooperating with Authorities 

33. Despite my feelings shame and fear, I managed to tell my aunt about all that I had endured. 

Much to my relief, she was very kind and understanding. She told me she knew something bad 

had happened to me. She said she could see it in my face. She also said she heard me crying at 

night. I told her all about , the threats, beatings and violence and being forced into 



prostitution. She encouraged me to talk to someone. She said there were people who could help 

me.  

 

34. Around , my aunt arranged for me to meet with a lawyer from an organization 

called Sanctuary for Families. My lawyer told me that there was help available to me. She also 

helped me to report what  had done to me to a prosecutor from the U.S. Attorney’s 

Office. The prosecutor asked me questions about meeting , traveling to the United States 

and my time trapped under ’s control. I provided her with the book  had given 

me containing phone numbers of people involved in prostitution houses in the New York City 

area. I have agreed to provide more assistance if necessary in the future.   

 

Fear of Returning to  

35. I am terrified to return to Mexico.  I fear that if I went back  would find me and kill me. 

In , I do not believe I could count on the police or any law enforcement to keep me safe. 

Things are very different in . For one thing, there is so much corruption. I also believe 

that this man I know as  is connected to very dangerous people.  

 

36. I have not recovered from what  put me through. I have gynecological pain and with the 

help of a case worker at Sanctuary for Families am getting medical help.  I also still feel bad 

about myself morally.  I know what happened was not my fault, but I am still very ashamed 

about it. 

 

37. I hope to remain in the United States so that I can live in a safe environment. I would also 

appreciate the opportunity to recover from all that I have endured. I am seeing a therapist who is 

helping me a lot. I lived in silence for so long and only recently began talking about my 

experience a victim of human trafficking. I am hopeful that with services like this, I can move 

forward and make something of my life.  

 

Wherefore, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge. 

 

 

          

 

Sworn to and subscribed to before me 

this ____ day of  

  20__ 

 

_______________________________ 

Notary Public 

 

I, ___________, certify that I am competent to translate English into Spanish and that I have read and 

translated this affidavit to  

 

   

________________________________ 



PERSONAL STATEMENT OF CLIENT  

IN SUPPORT OF HER T VISA APPLICATION (I-914) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

1. My name is CLIENT and I was born on DATE in PLACE, a rural area in the municipality 

of TOWN, Guatemala. I speak Q’eqchi, a Guatemalan dialect, and a little bit of Spanish. I 

worked with my lawyer and a Q’eqchi interpreter to make this declaration. 

 

2. I am applying for a T visa because TRAFFICKER #1 lied and told me that I would have a 

good job and a good life in the United States. Instead, she brought me and my son, 

DERIVATIVE, to her house in PLACE, made us fake identifications and took us to a 

factory to start working to pay off a debt. The factory didn’t give my son a job, because he 

was too young, but I started working the same day. TRAFFICKER #1 said I had to work 

until I paid off my debt, which she said would take years. 

 

3. I was in TRAFFICKER #1’S house when the FBI came and arrested her. I was very scared 

to speak to them, because TRAFFICKER #1 had told me to never tell anyone else what 

happened inside the house. Even though I was scared, I told the FBI and the prosecutors 

what I know about TRAFFICKER #1. They applied for continued presence, which I 

received in DATE. TRAFFICKER #1 was found guilty of labor trafficking, and will have 

to be in jail for many years. I am willing to continue helping the authorities with any 

requests for assistance. 

 

4. I am afraid to return to Guatemala, because TRAFFICKER #1’S family has threatened me 

and my son that if we return without paying back our debt, we would “face the 

consequences.” I know that she is very upset, because she is now in jail and was found 

guilty of labor trafficking, and I believe her family in Guatemala could hurt us if we were 

forced to go back, now that we’ve spoken out against her.  

LIFE IN GUATEMALA  

5. My mom had 12 children, but one died so I was one of 11 siblings who grew up together. I 

never went to school, because my parents didn’t have money to pay the school fees, so I 

never learned how to read or write. My dad taught us how to use a machete and plant in the 

field. We would wake up at about 3AM to start work. I would have loved to go to school, 

but it was not possible because we were so poor. When my siblings started getting married, 

they started leaving the house.  

 

6. I was 15 years old when I was married to HUSBAND, who was about ten years older than 

me. It was not my decision to get married. HUSBAND’s parents came to ask my family’s 

permission for me to marry their son. My grandmother told me I had to be obedient and 

accept this offer, and I shouldn’t pass up this opportunity, because there might not be 



another. I didn’t want to get married, and I was not in love. HUSBAND’s parents just came 

to ask for my hand in marriage, and the adults in my life chose for me.  

 

7. After we got married, HUSBAND and I lived with his parents, and my mother-in-law 

would insult me and treat me horribly. HUSBAND would beat me frequently, and when he 

drank, his beatings became worse. I did not feel safe in my home. Once HUSBAND saved 

enough money, we bought a small house near PLACE. 

 

8. I worked selling tortillas and other food on the side of the road.  I didn’t have a stable 

salary. On the best days, I would earn about 30-40 Queztales (about $3-5 US dollars), but I 

had to use some of those earnings to buy supplies to make the tortillas the next day, so I 

wasn’t able to take all of it home. There were some days when I didn’t sell anything. It is 

very difficult to find a job if you don’t have an education. I also didn’t speak any Spanish at 

the time, which made it harder to find a decent job.   

 

9.  I had four children, ADULT CHILD, ADULT CHILD, ADULT CHILD and 

DERIVATIVE. DERIVATIVE was born on DATE and he is my youngest child.  

TRAFFICKER #2 AND TRAFFICKER #1 CONVINCED ME   

 TO COME TO THE US TO WORK 

 

10. I don’t remember exactly, but it was around DATE when, a cousin of mine, TRAFFICKER 

#2, stopped by my food stand to talk to me about going to work in the United States. He 

said that I should think about going, because I was hard working and could earn much more 

in the U.S. for all of my efforts that paid me very little in Guatemala. I told him I didn’t 

have money to travel to the U.S., and he told me to talk with TRAFFICKER #1, because 

she could help.  

 

11. TRAFFICKER #1 is a distant family member, who I had met in Guatemala a few times 

when we were young. She moved to the United States a long time ago. We didn’t stay in 

touch when she left and I didn’t have a relationship with her, but I knew she had a hotel in 

Guatemala.  

 

12. TRAFFICKER #2 came around again and told me that the trip to the U.S. would leave in 

two days. I was shocked when he told me it would be so soon. I didn’t know how to 

respond, but I said I didn’t have the money. He said I didn’t have to think about it, because 

TRAFFICKER #1would loan me the money and pay for the travel up front. I didn’t know 

what to do. Everything happened very fast, and I felt like I had to make a big decision in 

almost no time.  

 

13. TRAFFICKER #2 arranged for a phone call with TRAFFICKER #1. On the call, 

TRAFFICKER #1 made me feel like there was no way I could say “no”. She said, 

“CLIENT, you are coming. You are going to take advantage of this opportunity.” I told her 

I didn’t have money to pay for the trip. She told me, if I didn’t take advantage of this trip, 



there wouldn’t be another opportunity. “You have to come, and not miss this opportunity,” 

she repeated. She said that the only reason she was telling me now, was because I was a 

hard worker, and she said I would do well in the United States.  

 

14. TRAFFICKER #1 didn’t tell me what I would be doing for work, just that I would have a 

good job that would pay well. I was so in need of a good paying job that I didn’t ask more 

specific questions about what I would be doing. I knew that TRAFFICKER #1was 

successful in the U.S. and that she had status there, because she married an American man. 

She made me feel like I would have a great job that would pay well, and my life would be 

so much better in the U.S., because I would earn much more than I ever could in 

Guatemala, where I was poor and had no opportunity to change my circumstances.  

 

15. TRAFFICKER #1 said the trip to the U.S. would cost about 35,000 Quetazles. This was the 

equivalent to about three years of my salary in Guatemala (~35 quetzales a day on the best 

days), so it seemed like a lot of money. I repeated that I didn’t have money. She promised 

that I shouldn’t worry about the debt, because I would be earning enough that I could pay it 

back quickly. She also said that she would guarantee my debt by taking the deed to my 

house, so that if I didn’t pay the debt back, she would take my home in Guatemala. She told 

me that I should bring the deed with me to the U.S. This made me nervous. 

 

16. She told me that she would arrange the travel to the U.S., but I couldn’t come alone and 

needed to bring someone with me. She told me that if I was going to come, I should talk to 

TRAFFICKER #2 and his wife, TRAFFICKER #3, who would tell me how to come to the 

U.S. 

 

17. TRAFFICKER #1 also told me not to worry about where we would live and that she was 

going to give us a space in her house where we could stay. The way she talked about it 

made it seem like we would only be living at her house temporarily, before we found our 

own place. TRAFFICKER #1spoke like she was in control and knew a lot about living in 

the U.S., so I figured that she would have connections to places where we could stay.  

 

18. I didn’t want to leave my youngest child behind, and knew that DERIVATIVE would like 

to study in the U.S., because he was a good student in Guatemala. So, I decided that if I 

went, I would bring him with me. DERIVATIVE wanted to go the U.S., so we could have 

more financial stability and safety. My husband had abused me for our entire marriage and 

at that point he didn’t send any money for support. My work selling food required me to 

wake up at 3AM to prepare the tortillas, beans and coffee. DERIVATIVE didn’t want to 

live this way, being poor forever. It felt like going to the U.S. was the only opportunity to 

improve our lives. Still, I felt nervous making such a big decision, because it all happened 

so fast. 

 

 

 



TRAFFICKER #1PAID FOR AND COORDINATED OUR TRAVEL TO THE U.S. 

 

19. I ended up saying “yes,” and telling TRAFFICKER #2’s wife that I would come to the 

United States with my son DERIVATIVE.  TRAFFICKER #3 gave me TRAFFICKER 

#1’S number and address in the U.S., and told me I could not give TRAFFICKER #1’S 

number to anyone except for immigration when we got to the U.S. TRAFFICKER #3 told 

me where I had to go to meet the guide who would bring me and DERIVATIVE to the U.S. 

 

20. I decided that I wouldn’t bring the deed to the house, because I didn’t want TRAFFICKER 

#1 to be able to take my property away. I was afraid that if I got turned around by 

Immigration at the U.S. border and was never able to work and earn in the U.S., I would 

have lost my house and be in debt with no way to repay it. So, when I came to the U.S., I 

gave the deed to my daughter who stayed behind in Guatemala, to keep it safe. 

 

21. Throughout the journey to the U.S., there were many guides, who changed frequently 

throughout the trip. They would take us to a certain point, and then another guide would 

take over and bring us to the next stopping point. The trip was very difficult. 

 

22. U.S. Immigration stopped us when we were walking. I don’t know the name of the place 

where we were when they stopped us. Immigration asked us where we were going, and 

who we were planning to stay with in the U.S. I gave them TRAFFICKER #1’S address 

and number. I called TRAFFICKER #1 with their phone and that’s how she knew we had 

arrived. TRAFFICKER #1 didn’t tell me how much the plane ticket to Chicago was going 

to cost, but said that she would pay for it.   

 

23. Immigration gave me a piece of paper, but I can’t read, so I didn’t know what it said. They 

took us to a church, and I was told that the next day, we would leave very early for the 

airport to be united with TRAFFICKER #1.  

 

TRAFFICKER #1TOLD US WE HAD TO WORK TO PAY OUR DEBT  

 

24. From the time that TRAFFICKER #1 picked us up at the airport in PLACE, she made me 

feel like we should be grateful for her help, and not ask questions. When we arrived, I 

asked TRAFFICKER #1 where I would be working. She said I shouldn’t worry about what 

I’d be doing, and said I should just be grateful for the opportunity to be in the U.S. I also 

asked her if she would help DERIVATIVE register for school, and she said yes, and I 

shouldn’t worry about it.  

 

25. When we got to TRAFFICKER #1’S house, I didn’t feel well. I had a headache and fever. 

My throat hurt, and I was very tired and weak after the trip. But, I couldn’t rest, because 

TRAFFICKER #1 told me “there is work to be done, and you didn’t come here to rest, you 

came here to work.” I stayed shut up when she gave this order. I didn’t feel comfortable 

responding to her. She said as soon as we started working, we would start paying our debt. 



I didn’t know how much the total debt was yet, which made me nervous. But she made me 

feel like I needed to start working right away to pay the debt, even though I was desperate 

to rest after our long trip to the U.S. 

 

26. The day we arrived or the day after, TRAFFICKER #1 said that DERIVATIVE and I 

needed documents to be able to work. I was confused when TRAFFICKER #1 said that 

DERIVATIVE would also need to work. She had just told me she would help him enroll in 

school, and before we came to the U.S., she only spoke about me getting a job, not 

DERIVATIVE. He was only 16 years old at the time, and both he and I thought he was 

going to be able to go to school, like he did in Guatemala. I wanted him to get a good 

education, something that I didn’t have.  

 

27. When I asked TRAFFICKER #1 about why DERIVATIVE couldn’t go to school, she said 

DERIVATIVE would eventually be able to go to school, but since she paid for both of us 

to travel to the U.S., we both had debt, so DERIVATIVE also had to work to pay off our 

debt. She said that since it was the middle of the school year, he would have to wait to go 

to school until the next year, and just start working now.  

 

28. I was sad that TRAFFICKER #1 wasn’t going to help get DERIVATIVE into school. But, I 

didn’t know anything about the school system in the U.S., so, when TRAFFICKER #1 said 

DERIVATIVE couldn’t start school in the middle of the year, I believed her.  

 

29. TRAFFICKER #1was our only connection to life in the U.S. and we had no one else to 

provide support. I only spoke Q’eqchi, so I didn’t think I would be able to communicate 

with the schools, even if I knew where they were. DERIVATIVE was also upset, and 

wanted to continue his studies, but we didn’t have a choice.  

 

TRAFFICKER #1 MADE FAKE IDS FOR US TO WORK 

 

30. The day we arrived or the day after, TRAFFICKER #1 took our pictures on her cell phone 

and the next day she gave me and DERIVATIVE ID cards with our photos and names on 

them. She said we needed to show the ID to the factory where we would be applying for a 

job. She said we shouldn’t lose the IDs, and had to keep it safe at home. 

 

31. TRAFFICKER #1 drove us to the factory and told me and DERIVATIVE who we needed 

to speak to about applying for a job. After we followed her instruction, they gave me the 

job, but they turned DERIVATIVE away because they told him he was too young to work. 

I started working that same day, but TRAFFICKER #1 took DERIVATIVE home.  

 

32. TRAFFICKER #1would fill her van to take me and other people who lived in her house to 

and from the factory where we all worked. She charged me $10 US dollars each day she 

drove me to and from work.  

 



33. My shift started around 2PM, and some days I wouldn’t get home until around 3AM. I 

worked 5 days a week. I worked in a food packing factory, where food passes on a 

conveyor belt. My job was to make sure the meat didn’t touch the floor. During my shift, I 

got one break to eat, and another 10-minute break to rest. Otherwise, I was on my feet the 

whole time, working on the food line.  

 

34. I received about $450 a week. I was paid by check at the end of the week. But, out of my 

check, TRAFFICKER #1 told me I would have to pay for the debt and other living costs. 

She charged me $450 for rent, $10/day for rides to work, $100 for food, and I would have 

to pay for my own laundry. After paying all of these living expenses, I knew I would have 

very little money left.  

 

35. At first, TRAFFICKER #1 didn’t tell me the amount of the debt, but said she would give us 

five years to pay it back. I asked TRAFFICKER #1again how much my debt was in 

Quezatales because five years was a lot of time. She said there was “no reason to ask about 

the total of the debt. You shouldn’t worry. Your pay is in US dollars, so you’ll be able to 

pay. It is not as if you are earning Quetzales.” She made me feel stupid for asking. I cried a 

lot when I heard that it would take five years. I thought, “What have I done?” 

 

36. It wasn’t until a few days after we arrived that she spoke to me about the debt when we 

were alone and no one could hear. She told me the debt was 35,000 Quetzales for the trip 

from Guatemala to the U.S. plus $5,000 from the Mexican border to Chicago US dollars 

($2,500 US dollars for each DERIVATIVE and CLIENT), for both of our plane tickets to 

Chicago.  I never saw proof of how she came up with this number, she just said that is how 

much our travel cost. Even though that sounded like a lot of money, I didn’t know how to 

challenge her. It was the first time I had ever been on a plane, and I didn’t know how much 

a plane ticket cost.  

 

37. When I heard the amount of the debt, I was so worried. I realized that all my earnings 

would have to go towards paying the rent and the debt, rather than to save money, buy a 

home or make sure my son got a good education. I wouldn’t have money for any of those 

things, because the debt was so high. 

 

38.  She told me that I had to pay it back, even if I returned to Guatemala. I knew she had 

family in Guatemala, and they would easily be able to find me if I returned. I remembered 

how she said she would guarantee the debt with my home in Guatemala, so I was afraid I 

would also lose my home if I didn’t pay it back. I also knew that it would take even longer 

to pay back if I was earning in Quetzales rather than dollars, so I had to keep working in 

the U.S. to pay it back, or I would have no hope of ever paying it back with the work that 

paid me so little in Guatemala. 

 

 

 



I FELT TRAPPED IN TRAFFICKER #1’S HOME 

 

39. Before we came to the U.S., TRAFFICKER #1 made it seem like we were only going to be 

living with her temporarily, until she helped us find another place to rent. But, when we got 

here, things changed. There were many people living in the house, and we had no privacy. 

There were parents and children, and people who shared beds. There was only one 

bathroom that everyone had to share. DERIVATIVE and I shared a bed, and when we 

needed to change our clothes, we had to do so in front of other people.  

 

40. TRAFFICKER #1spoke in a stern voice. She said that when we were in the U.S., life was 

different than in Guatemala. She said if we wanted to go outside of the house to buy 

something or do laundry, we could only go with her nieces or nephews, and we couldn’t go 

anywhere by myself. This was strange to me, but I was in a different country that I wasn’t 

familiar with, so I followed her rules.  

 

41. I never had a key to the house, and couldn’t come and go as I wanted. TRAFFICKER 

#1always kept the house locked and we were stuck inside. Aside from when 

TRAFFICKER #1drove us to and from work, I only left the house one or two times with 

TRAFFICKER #4—TRAFFICKER #1’S niece--and DERIVATIVE, when I had to do 

laundry.  

 

42. TRAFFICKER #1 said that if we went out alone on the street, it would be dangerous. She 

said there was no reason to leave the house, since we didn’t know the place. This made me 

feel scared to leave the house. I was also afraid of getting lost if I went out; all the houses 

in the neighborhood looked the same to me, and I didn’t know our address.  

 

43. TRAFFICKER #1 also said we shouldn’t speak with anyone inside the home. This was 

strange to me, because I was accustomed to spending time with friends and neighbors in 

Guatemala. But, I thought, maybe that’s just how things are in this country. I don’t know if 

anyone else in the house had debt, because no one spoke to each other. But, TRAFFICKER 

#1 did take many people every day to the factory, just like me, and I recognized some 

people from Guatemala, from the town where I was from.  

 

44. TRAFFICKER #1also told us that we shouldn’t go down into the basement. She said I had 

“no business going down there.” And if I needed anything, I should ask her. When I 

arrived, I didn’t know that people were locked up in the basement. I didn’t realize that until 

the FBI came. 

 

45. I didn’t know how many people lived in the house. But one day, I had to go down to the 

kitchen to cook, and there were lots of people in the kitchen. Some people were eating, 

other people were preparing their food, others were packing their food to bring to work.  

 



46. Finally, TRAFFICKER #1 told me that I couldn’t tell anyone what was happening inside 

the house. She controlled who we spoke to and what we could say, but I didn’t realize until 

after I left the house that she was not letting me speak. 

 

IMMIGRATION THREATS 

 

47. When I arrived at TRAFFICKER #1’S house, she asked us what documents Immigration 

had given us. When I gave her the documents DERIVATIVE and I received, she didn’t 

explain what was on the documents, she just told me when we had to go to the immigration 

office. I felt afraid I would be deported. I couldn’t read so I didn’t know what they said, 

and relied on TRAFFICKER #1to help. TRAFFICKER #1 said that I could not miss the 

meeting with Immigration, because it would have consequences. I understood this to mean 

I could be deported.  

 

48. I didn’t know where the Immigration office was located, so she said she would take us. 

TRAFFICKER #1 said I would have to pay for the favor of taking me to the appointment. 

TRAFFICKER #1told us that we shouldn’t say anything to Immigration about what was 

happening in the house. This made me feel afraid to say anything to Immigration. But, 

before we had our first immigration appointment, TRAFFICKER #1was arrested. 

 

COOPERATING WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 

49. About two weeks after I had arrived at TRAFFICKER #1’S home, law enforcement came 

to arrest her. At the time, I had no idea what was going on and I was afraid. It was early in 

the morning and I was sleeping in the attic, when suddenly people started running up the 

stairs to the attic. They had a gun and told us to raise our hands. I felt hot with fear, and I 

didn’t know what was happening. Some people started hiding. 

 

50. They told us they were the FBI and not to be afraid. They brought us to a church along with 

other people who were living in the house, and some of TRAFFICKER #1’S family 

members. Only TRAFFICKER #1, her husband, and her niece TRAFFICKER #4 were held 

back at the house. 

 

51. At the church, I met with a case worker and a lawyer, but I thought that they might separate 

me from DERIVATIVE or deport me. I didn’t know anyone else in the country, so I trusted 

TRAFFICKER #1’S family more than the lawyer and case worker I just met. I feared 

telling them what happened at first, because TRAFFICKER #4 had told me not to tell 

anyone outside the house what was happening. 

 

52. I returned to TRAFFICKER #1’S house with her family members, because I felt afraid that 

the people I met that day were going to have me deported, or I would get in trouble if I told 

them what was happening in TRAFFICKER #1’S home. TRAFFICKER #1’S family told 

me that I should not talk to a lawyer or to the FBI. They said that I still had to pay the debt 



I owed, and that if I ever denounced TRAFFICKER #1, they would know about it. This 

made me afraid, and was the reason why I left the house. When I left the house, 

TRAFFICKER #1’S family made me pay them everything I had earned while working at 

the factory, because they said I owed them rent.  

 

53. After that, I met with the FBI and the prosecutors and told them how I came to this country, 

and what I experienced at TRAFFICKER #1’S house. I was scared at first to speak with 

them, but I now understand that they are there to help. I am willing to continue helping 

them if they need it. The FBI gave me protection to be in this country and work 

authorization, which made me happy, because it allowed me to work lawfully, provide for 

myself and be independent from TRAFFICKER #1.  

 

I AM AFRAID TO RETURN TO GUATEMALA 

 

54. I am still afraid of TRAFFICKER #1and her family, both in the U.S. and in Guatemala, 

because I have cooperated with the FBI and the prosecutor and not paid the debt that I 

owed her. I am worried that I still have to pay the debt I owe her.  

 

55. If I had to return to Guatemala, I’m afraid that TRAFFICKER #1’S family would punish 

me for leaving her house before paying back my debt. When we lived in the house, her 

family would say that if we didn’t finish paying our debt, they would find us in Guatemala. 

I’m afraid that if I don’t have a way to pay the debt, I would have to repay them with my 

land in Guatemala or they would harm me or my children.   

 

56. I think TRAFFICKER #1 or her family could harm me in Guatemala, because I didn’t pay 

the debt they said I owed, and I cooperated with law enforcement. They know my whole 

family and my children. They would be willing to do harm. I don’t have confidence in the 

police in Guatemala. I don’t think they could protect me if TRAFFICKER #1 tried to harm 

me. 

 

57. Here in PLACE, I have the support of my lawyers, the FBI and a case manager. The case 

manager has helped me with many things and get adjusted to life in the U.S. This has made 

me feel more stable in this country.  

 

58. Thank you for your consideration of my application. I would be very happy if my visa and 

my son’s visas were granted, because we could live with safety and work legally in this 

country. We would also have protection if TRAFFICKER #1’S family ever tried to harm us 

here, because law enforcement here actually protects people. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

I, CLIENT, swear that the information in my sworn affidavit in support of my T visa application 

is truthful to the best of my knowledge and understanding. 

 

_____________________________    __________________ 

Signature       Date 

 

 

  

Statement of Translation Certification 

 

This certifies that I, TRANSLATOR, am competent to translate from Q’eqchi to English and 

provided a true and accurate translation of the verbal statement of CLIENT . 

 

TRANSLATOR      X/X/XXXX 

Maya Interpreters      Date 

1-855-629-2872 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
United States Department of Homeland Security 
United States Citizenship and Immigration Services 
 

 
 
STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
    ) ss.: 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK ) 
 
 
I, , being duly sworn, state as follows: 
 

1. My name is . I was born in  on , and I am a 
 citizen.    I live at .   

2. I submit this statement to describe my entry to the United States on a passport that 
was not mine, to apologize for my mistakes and to seek a waiver of inadmissibility. 

3. I entered the United States in approximately  to accept what I 
believed to be was a good job offer as a nanny.   I obtained a valid  passport, but my 
traffickers arranged for my airline tickets and all my other paperwork.   

4. As I described in my affidavit in support of my T visa application, an airport the 
traffickers confiscated my valid  travel passport while I was in transit and substituted it 
with an  passport bearing my photograph and the name “ ” on it.  Later, my 
traffickers confiscated the  passport from me as well.  

5. Even though I did not realize that I had been given an  passport with 
another person’s name at the moment it occurred, I am sorry that I did not notify immigration 
officials when I became aware of the switch.  I was very ignorant and afraid, and did not yet 
understand that I was going to be made a slave.  Had I told the American authorities when I 
landed in , I could have been saved from the physical and mental abuse that my 
traffickers made me suffer. 

6. Since I have been rescued from my traffickers, I have provided information 
concerning my entry into the United States with ICE officials to assist in their investigation of 
the trafficking operation. Because of my assistance, the traffickers have been arrested, but my 
life is now in danger.  I have tried to be a good person and have never broken any laws, other 
than the immigration laws.  I am very hopeful that I can be forgiven and allowed to continue 
living in the United States, a country whose protection I desperately need, as my traffickers are 
now threatening to kill me because of my assistance in their criminal investigation, arrest and 
prosecution. 

 

Affidavit submitted in connection with the 
I-192 filed in connection with my 
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Wherefore, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge. 
 
       ____________________________ 
       iz 
 
Sworn to before me this   
 
 
____________________ 
NOTARY PUBLIC 
 
 
 I, ____________, certify that I am competent to translate English into Spanish and that I 
have read and translated this affidavit to  to the best of my abilities. 
 
 
 
       ____________________________ 
       (Translator Name) 
 
 
Sworn to before me this  10th  day of   
 
 
__________________ 
NOTARY PUBLIC 
 
 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

UNITED STATES CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES 

 

 

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 

                                                ) ss.:       

COUNTY OF NEW YORK   ) 

 

I, , pursuant to 28 USC §1746, declare that the following is true 

and correct: 

1. I am a  attorney with the Anti-Trafficking Initiative at Sanctuary for Families, a 

nonprofit organization that serves domestic violence victims and victims of sex 

trafficking.    

2. I submit the following statement on behalf of RMZ (“Ms. MZ,”) in support of her I-

914 Petition for T Nonimmigrant status, concerning her willingness to assist law 

enforcement in the investigation and prosecution of her trafficker.  

3. The information provided herein is based upon my actual knowledge of Ms. MZ’s 

cooperation, and willingness to cooperate further with law enforcement in the 

investigation of the human trafficking case in which she was a victim. 

4. Ms. MZ was initially represented by  a 

Senior Staff Attorney previously employed by Sanctuary for Families. Ms. MZ’s case 

was referred to me internally at Sanctuary for Families in January of 2016.  

5. Ms. MZ has cooperated with Agents of the New York County, New York, Federal 

Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”). 

 

Affidavit in Support of the T 

Nonimmigrant Status Petition of  

RMZ 

 

 

AFFIDAVIT of 

, Esq. 

 



 

 

Ms. MZ’s Cooperation with Federal Law Enforcement 
 

6. On September 15, 2015, with the permission of Ms. MZ, Ms.  contacted 

Officer , with the Child Exploitation Task Force of the FBI (“Officer 

Johnson”).  In her message, Ms.  confirmed Ms. MZ’s cooperation with 

the FBI in connection with an investigation of her trafficker and also expressed Ms. 

MZ’s willingness to continue to provide assistance. Officer  responded on 

September 20, 2015 by e-mail, acknowledging that Ms. MZ had previously met with 

the FBI and requesting additional information from Ms. MZ’s social media accounts 

(see Exhibit A, attached hereto).  

7. On September 21, 2015 Ms. MZ responded to Officer J ’s e-mail, agreeing to 

forward responsive information (see Exhibit B, attached hereto). 

8. On October 4, 2015, Ms.  emailed Officer  to follow up on her 

September 21st correspondence. On November 10, 2015 and December 15, 2015, Ms. 

 sent Officer  additional e-mails, requesting an update as to the 

status of the investigation and to reiterate Ms. MZ’s willingness to cooperate (see 

Exhibit C, attached hereto). 

9. Upon receiving Ms. MZ’s case from Ms. , I emailed Officer  on 

January 21, 2016 requesting issuance of a T certification on Form I-914 Supplement B 

in light of Ms. MZ’s previous and continuous willingness to cooperate with the FBI in 

the investigation of her trafficker (see Exhibit D, attached hereto).  To date, I have not 

received a response from Officer .   

 



 

Ms. MZ’s Continued Willingness to Assist 

10. Although it has required her to revisit painful and traumatic experiences, Ms. MZ has 

cooperated with law enforcement and remains willing to cooperate in further 

investigations against her trafficker.  

 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and understanding. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                Dated:                                      

                                                                             New York, NY 
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NOTICE TO STATUTORY REFERRAL SOURCE 
 

      
     2022 

 
 

Sanctuary for Families 
30 Wall Street, 8th Floor    
New York, NY 10005 
       
OTDA Tracking Number:  
 
Dear , 
 
 The New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS), in consultation with the 
NYS Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA), has reviewed the information you 
supplied on /22 regarding the possible human trafficking of  and 
determined that she MEETS THE CRITERIA FOR CONFIRMATION as a human trafficking victim 
in New York State. 

 
 It appears that  may be able to access services through Sanctuary 
for Families as one of the New York State Response to Human Trafficking Program service 
providers. We encourage you to continue working together. 
 

Also, please refer  to the New York State Office of Victim Services 
at:  New York State Office of Victim Services; Alfred E. Smith State Office Building; 80 South 
Swan Street, 2nd Floor; Albany, New York 12210; 1-800-247-8035; www.ovs.ny.gov. 
  
          Should you require further information please contact the New York State Office of 
Temporary and Disability Assistance at 212-961-5688. Thank you for your cooperation and your 
work to help these victims. 

 Best wishes, 
 

       

       
      Program Aide, Response to Human Trafficking Program 
 

  cc:  , Division of Criminal Justice Services  
 

 







[Date] 

[Client name] 

[Client Address] 

 

Re: Approval of T nonimmigrant status and completion of representation 

Dear [Client name], 

 Congratulations on your grant of T nonimmigrant status by United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS).  Please read the following information regarding your new immigration 
status carefully:  
 

• You have been granted valid T nonimmigrant status dating from [DATE], and lasting until 
[DATE].  

 

• You are now eligible to apply for a Social Security number.  Note that you must apply for a social 
security number in your borough of residence.  You may access more information at the Social 
Security Administration web site at www.ssa.gov.   

 

• Once you have a Social Security number, you will become eligible to apply for a New York State 
non-driver identification or a New York State driver license.  You may access more information at 
the New York State Department of Motor Vehicle web site at http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us.   

 

• As a result of having been granted T nonimmigrant status on [DATE], you will become eligible 
to apply for lawful permanent residence (also known as a “green card”) after three years in valid T 
nonimmigrant status—on or after [DATE]..  If the investigation against the perpetrator in your 
case has closed, you may be eligible to apply for lawful permanent residence sooner.  In any case, if 
you wish to apply for lawful permanent residence, you must do so before [DATE]. If your 
application for lawful permanent residence is not received by USCIS by that date, your eligibility for 
lawful permanent residence will expire along with your T nonimmigrant status.  

 

• When you become eligible to apply for lawful permanent residence you may contact Sanctuary for 
Families at (212) 349-6009 for assistance with that application.  Sanctuary for Families cannot 
guarantee that the organization will have the resources to assist you. You may also contact the New 
York Office for New Americans at 1-800-566-7636 for referrals to other immigration service 
providers.  

 

• We do not recommend that you travel outside of the United States while you have T nonimmigrant 
status.  At this time the United States government has not yet established a clear procedure to allow 
individuals who have been granted T nonimmigrant status to re-enter the United States after travel 
abroad.  

 

• Being arrested, cited, charged, or convicted of any crime or violation of local, state or federal law 
may have a detrimental affect on your ability to obtain lawful permanent residence.  Should you be 
arrested, cited, or charged with any crime we recommend that you make your criminal defense 
lawyer aware of your immigration status and of your future plans to apply for lawful permanent 
residence in the United States.  



 

• At the time of your application for lawful permanent residency, you will need to establish that you 
have lived continuously in the United States for at least three years prior to the date that you file 
your application.  To that end, we recommend that you save copies of telephone, cell, electricity, 
rent and other bills, bank statements, pay stubs, correspondence with any government officials, 
school records, immunization records, tax records and other documents which will establish your 
ongoing residence in the United States.  You should also retain a complete copy of your passport if 
it expires during the period that you hold T nonimmigrant status. 

 

• Should you move to a new residence, please be aware that U.S. federal law requires that you file a 
change of address form within 10 days of moving.  You may file a change of address with USCIS by 
mail by submitting Form AR-11 to the Department of Homeland Security/USCIS/Attn:  Change of 
Address/ 1344 Pleasants Drive Harrisonburg VA  22801-3852; by calling USCIS at 1 (800) 375-
5283; or through the USCIS web site at www.uscis.gov. 
 

 
For males under 17 years and 3 months, please include the following language: 

• As a male person residing in the United States, please note that federal law will require you to 
register with Selective Service within 30 days of turning 18.  Information about Selective Service 
registration is available at the Selective Service System web site at www.sss.gov.] 

 
[For males between the ages of 17 years and 3 months and 26, please ensure that the client registers for 
Selective Service prior to termination of representation.] 
 
 This letter will confirm that the immigration legal work for and representation of you by [Law Firm] 
and Sanctuary for Families has been completed.  Accordingly, we no longer have an attorney-client 
relationship with you. 
 

We wish you and your family all the best in the future.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
[Attorney name] 
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QUICK REFERENCE: 

STEP-BY-STEP CASE GUIDE  

T NONIMMIGRANT STATUS APPLICATION 

 This basic outline of a T-Status case should be read in conjunction with the Manual, sample 

documents, and other resources on Sanctuary’s Pro-Bono Portal. Of course, every client and case 

is different, and so you will need to be flexible with the steps and the timing. Nonetheless, the 

following guideposts should give you a good sense of what to expect when you help a Sanctuary 

client apply for T-Status.  

 

 There are four phases in a T case, including (1) gathering information, supporting evidence 

and beginning the drafting; (2) reporting to law enforcement; (3) filing the application, and (4) 

post-filing arrangements. These four phases are described in detail below.  

Phase 1. Gather Information and Begin Drafting 

 

1. After you take a Sanctuary T client you should:  

 

a. Get in touch with your Mentoring Attorney to set up an introductory case call. If 

Sanctuary has any relevant client documents, your Mentoring Attorney will send 

them to you before the call.    

 

b. Attend, or watch a recording of, a Sanctuary T nonimmigrant status training, and 

review this Manual.   

 

2. If you do not have someone who speaks the client’s language on your team, arrange for an 

interpreter to join the team. The interpreter should be the same throughout the case to 

maintain consistency and build trust with the client. 

 

3. On the introductory call with your Mentoring Attorney, discuss any deadlines, such as 

derivatives turning 21, the Law Enforcement Agency (LEA) compliance requirement and 

whether the underage or trauma exception to that requirement applies to your client.   

 

4. Call your client to introduce yourself and set up a time to meet. Go over the documents that 

you would like your client to start gathering and, ideally, bring to the first meeting. For the 

first meeting, you will likely want to set aside at least 1.5 to 3 hours (you may need at least 

3 hours for the first meeting if an interpreter is involved). 

 

5. Review the Exhibit, Interviewing and Assisting Trafficking Survivors, and the Interviewing 

Your Client section of this Manual to prepare for your first client meeting.   

 

6. Meet with the client. You will need to meet with your client many times to build trust, and 

gather all the necessary information and supporting evidence. 
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7. You should start drafting the client affidavit as soon as practicable.  This will help you 

organize all the information you have and will enable you to easily identify gaps or 

inconsistencies that you need to go over with your client at the next meeting(s). You should 

also begin gathering the supporting documents you want to attach to the T-Status 

application.   

 

8. If your client has not already reported the trafficking to a Law Enforcement Agency (LEA), 

touch base with your Mentoring Attorney to strategize about which LEA you should 

contact to report your client’s trafficking or whether the trauma exception may apply to 

your client.  If your client is under the age of 18, there is no reporting requirement. 

 

9. Timing: Phase 1 should be completed within the first 4-6 weeks1 of your representation.  

It is important to gather the client’s story right away so that you are prepared to help her 

through the law enforcement reporting process. This process could take some time, so you 

will want to start it as soon as you can.  However, if your client is triggered by recounting 

their traumatic experiences, you should take a break or shift to more procedural matters 

like completing the client’s fee waiver request. 

 

Phase 2. Cooperation with Law Enforcement 
 

10. If your client has already been cooperating with law enforcement, you should immediately 

reach out to the LEA to seek Continued Presence and work authorization (if your client 

does not already have it). 

 

11. If your client has not yet contacted law enforcement, you should schedule a meeting to 

discuss the LEA compliance requirement, what it would entail and the client’s goals (e.g. 

just do the minimum necessary or interest in criminal investigation). It is important to set 

clear expectations about how LEA agents may proceed and how that is separate and unique 

from what is necessary to meet the T status elements.   

 

12. If your client has not yet contacted law enforcement, you should contact your Mentoring 

Attorney to request LEA contact information and the client’s goals. Then, with the client’s 

consent, you should begin reaching out to law enforcement to help your client report their 

trafficking after you are fully familiar with their case.   

 

13. The mechanics and length of this phase will vary depending on how interested the LEA is 

and whether your client has been or continues to be traumatized by interaction with LEA 

officials. Your client may be asked for one or more interviews.  Help them prepare for, and 

accompany them to, every interaction with law enforcement.  

 

14. You should communicate with your Mentoring Attorney about how the LEA involvement 

develops and how to document your client’s compliance with this requirement. There is no 

                                                           
1 If your client struggles to tell you her story because of trauma even after multiple meetings, please 

notify your Mentoring Attorney so we can make the appropriate referrals, such as counseling, if the client 

is not already receiving mental health services.  In some cases, it may be best for your client’s health to 

pause work on the T application until they receive appropriate mental health care.  
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requirement for a signed I-914, Supp. B. If your client’s traffickers are prosecuted as a 

result of the investigation, prosecutors may delay providing a signed I-914 Supp. B to avoid 

potential inconsistencies in testimony or the appearance that your client is testifying in 

exchange for an immigration benefit. While it is not necessary to submit a signed I-914 

Supp. B, if your client is cooperating in an active prosecution, and wishes to file for T 

nonimmigrant status before the investigation/prosecution is over, please discuss with your 

Mentoring Attorney. 

 

15. Do not wait to develop the rest of your case in anticipation of receiving a signed I-914 

Supp. B, because there is no guarantee that LEA agents will provide a signed I-914, Supp. 

B., and your client’s T-Status application does not depend on it. 

Phase 3. Filing the Application  

 

16. You should finalize your client’s T-Status application once you have gathered all 

supporting evidence and ensured that it is consistent with your client’s affidavit. Send the 

entire draft filing (including all supporting documents) to your Mentoring Attorney to 

review.  

 

17. After you and your Mentoring Attorney are satisfied with the application package, schedule 

a final meeting with your client and have her review and sign all final forms and fee 

waivers, and notarize her affidavits.   

 

18. Submit the entire application to the filing location listed on the USCIS website: 

 

https://www.uscis.gov/i-914 

 

 

19. E-mail your Mentoring Attorney a complete PDF of the entire filing. No need to send 

Sanctuary hard copies. 

 

Phase 4. Post-Filing 

 

20. After you file the application you will receive several Notice of Action Forms from USCIS. 

Update both your client and your Mentoring Attorney about all Notices of Action that you 

receive and send PDF copies of all notices to your client and Mentoring Attorney. 

 

Practice Tip:  After you get your first Notice of Action, you can create a USCIS account 

to track the progress of your case: https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus/disclaimer.do   

 

21. You will also get an Application Support Center (ASC) Biometric Appointment Notice for 

your client.  Explain the notice to your client and what will happen at the appointment 

(photograph and fingerprints).  If your client feels comfortable with these procedures, it is 

not necessary for you to accompany your client to this appointment.   

 

https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus/disclaimer.do
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22. You may receive a Request for Evidence (“RFE”).  Please notify your Mentoring Attorney 

ASAP when you receive the request and ensure a timely response to the RFE before the 

deadline.  
 

23. Timing on application decisions varies. USCIS processing times for T applications have 

ranged from 9.6 months in Fiscal Year 2017 to 18.6 months in Fiscal Year 2020.  As of 

December 2022, the average processing time was 16.5 months.2 

Practice Tip: The USCIS website provides estimates of the current processing times for 

various immigration applications:  https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times/ 
 

24. Periodically check-in with your client.  It means a lot to our clients when you keep them 

posted on the status of their case, even if it is just a brief call, email, or text to let them 

know you checked and their application is still pending. 
 

  

                                                           
2 See https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times/historic-pt. 

https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times/
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